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 Kojonup DHS 

 Newsletter  
 Email: kojonup.dhs@education.wa.edu.au     Office:9831 3300 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Well, we are over halfway through the term! Where did the time go? We have so much that we need to cover before the end 

of term so it will be a busy few weeks until the end of the year.  

Recently we have celebrated Bandanna Day, students participated in a barista incursion, staff have attended a Paul Swan 

workshop, the School Board has met to approve the contributions and charges for 2026, we have had a finance meeting,  

students have attended the Dinninup Show, the PBS shop has been open, and that is just to name a few!     

Kojonup District High School were victorious at the Interschool Athletics Carnival held in Wagin in Week 3. Individual students 

excelled and the whole team embraced the school spirit and had a fantastic day. Thanks to the teachers who attended and 

prepared the students to perform so well. I attended an interschool meeting on Friday to finalise the arrangements for 

Bridgetown High School and Boyup Brook District High School to join our association from 2026 onwards. Next year, Boyup 

Brook DHS will host both the Interschool Athletics and Swimming Carnivals. This will mean our students have more  

competition in the future in these events.  

The secondary students performed for us on Friday at their assembly and did an amazing job. A huge thank you to Mr Bon 

Lucev and all of the secondary teachers who prepared the students. They did you all proud. We look forward now to your 

presentation evening performance.  

Swimming lessons have begun and the weather has been mostly kind to us, so hopefully that will continue. Students are  

enjoying these each day but are very tired at the end of the week. Only one more week to go, fingers crossed the weather 

holds.  

Student absences are ongoing, and I urge all parents to ensure their children attend school regularly. If, for some reason, your 

child needs to be away from school, it is a requirement that you advise the school of the absence and give a reason for the 

absence. We have had a spate of parents coming to school to take their child home because their friends are not at 

school. This is an unacceptable reason for absence and will be entered as such. Please support our staff by having your child at 

school and learning – teachers can only do so much. If your child is not at school, then they cannot learn.  

Mr Warren Porter will retire on the 12th December, having been employed at the school for over 40 years. Mrs Julie Fleay will 

also retire at the end of the year, having served the students at the school for  34 years.  We wish both Warren and Julie  
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS—PRIMARY 

As we move through a busy and exciting Term 4, I’d like to take a moment to celebrate the wonderful events and  

achievements across our primary school community.  

Bandanna Day for Canteen  

Thank you to everyone who supported Bandanna Day to raise funds for Canteen. It was heartwarming to see so many  

students proudly wearing their bandannas and contributing to a great cause. Your generosity and community spirit are  

appreciated.  

World Teachers’ Day – Crazy Hair Celebration  

We celebrated World Teachers’ Day with a fun and colourful Crazy Hair Day! It was a joyful way to recognise the dedication of 

our teaching staff. Thank you to all students, parents, and staff who joined in the celebration—it was a wonderful reminder of 

the vibrant and supportive culture we have at our school.  

Swimming Lessons  

Well done to all students, families, and staff for navigating swimming lessons with minimal issues. We know it can be a busy 

and sometimes challenging time, and we appreciate everyone’s patience and cooperation. The students are showing great  

resilience and progress in the pool!  

Kindy Orientation Reminders  

A reminder to our Kindy families: Parent Orientation will be held on Monday 24th November, and Student Orientation will 

take place on Thursday 4th December. We look forward to welcoming our newest learners and their families to our school 

community.  

Student Council Nominations  

Student Council nominations for both Primary and Secondary Captains are now open and are due by Friday 28th November. 

This is a great opportunity for students to demonstrate leadership and contribute to our school community. Speeches will be 

held on Friday 5th December, and we encourage all interested students to get involved.   

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school. It’s been a pleasure to see our students thrive through 

these experiences, and we look forward to more exciting events as the term continues.  

 

Lauren Suttie 
Deputy Principal—Primary 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK….continued 

all the very best and hope they enjoy their respective retirements. In other staffing news, Mrs Mon Eyres has decided to resign 

from her position and as mentioned before, Mr Sharma and Miss Siebert are moving on to other schools.  We hope that these 

staff members enjoy their future endeavours.  

Our search for someone to replace Brandan Holland at our School Farm has not been successful so far. We have advertised 

extensively to no avail. If we cannot find anyone before the end of the school year, we will need to make some decisions about 

the farm livestock and farm program in conjunction with our Farm Advisory Group. Please, if you have any information that 

may help us to secure a farm employee, let us know by phoning the front office. We are prepared to negotiate work hours and 

other benefits with a suitable applicant.  

 

Sharon Poett 
Principal 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS—SECONDARY 
 

The weeks have been buzzing with energy, engagement and many opportunities for students to learn and grow.  

This term, students successfully completed both PAT and Year 9/10 OLNA testing for the year. Well done to everyone for their 

focus and commitment throughout this important period of assessment, and a huge thank you to teachers who have been 

patient and flexible when accommodating the assessments within the teaching timetable.  

Year 9 students had the opportunity to take part in a variety of engaging and enriching activities this term. A highlight of the 

term was the Dinninup Show, where students thoroughly enjoyed the experience of connecting with our wider community. 

Events like this are an excellent opportunity to link education with real-world experiences, strengthening the connection  

between school and community life.  

Another key learning experience for Year 9 students was the Barista incursion, where students explored career pathways in 

the hospitality industry and gained insight into what a career in this field could look like. In Week 6, students will participate in 

a Visual Arts incursion, which will introduce them to yet another exciting career avenue which encourages creative expression.  

A particular highlight for students was the Whole School Assembly, that our secondary students hosted with great enthusiasm 

and humour. It was wonderful to see students demonstrating our school value of We are Resilient, by showing perseverance 

and teamwork in bringing together such an enjoyable event. A huge thank you goes to Mr Lucev, Mr Sinclair, Mrs Shepherd, 

Mrs Scolari, Miss Chisnall, Miss Livingstone, Mr Sharma, Mrs Thomson and Jamie McVee for their time, passion, and dedication 

in supporting the students to make the assembly such a memorable success.  

Representatives from the Kojonup APEX and Rotary clubs will visit the school in Week 7 to conduct interviews for the Year 10 

bursaries. Students apply by submitting a written statement outlining their future education goals as well as their interests and 

hobbies outside of school. These bursaries provide financial support over a two-year period to help students with education-

related costs such as tuition fees. The long-standing partnership between the Kojonup Apex and Rotary clubs and Kojonup 

District High School is greatly valued, and we appreciate their continued support of our students.  

Kojonup District High School will host the Year 7 Orientation Day on Tuesday 25th November, welcoming our very own Year 6 

students, students from St Bernard’s Primary School, and those who are new to Kojonup. Staff have planned a series of  

enjoyable activities to provide an experience of what high school will look and feel like in 2026.  

Parents and carers are invited to attend a Year 7 information session in the library from 3:00—3:30pm. During the session, 

they will enjoy a delicious afternoon tea prepared by their children earlier in the day, hear important information about Year 7, 

and ask any questions they may have. We are looking forward to welcoming everyone and making this transition experience 

memorable for both students and families.   

Applications for the 2026 Year 10 School Leader positions have now been handed out, and we encourage all interested  

students to apply. Developing leadership skills is an important part of school life and plays a vital role in personal growth and 

future success. Nominations close on Friday 28th November and students will present a prepared written speech to the Year 6-

10 student body and teachers on Friday 5th December. We have a great cohort of current Year 9 students, and I am looking 

forward to hearing from them and how they will contribute to continued success at Kojonup District High School. 

Well done to all our secondary students for their effort, enthusiasm, and positive attitude throughout such a productive term.  

Belinda Powell 

Deputy Principal—Secondary 
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KDHS SCHOOL FARM—FARM MANAGER NEEDED 
 
Kojonup District High School is very fortunate to operate a 480acre fully functioning farm, as part of our school program.  
Unfortunately, our long-standing Farm Manager is moving on, and after many months of searching, we are still unable to fill 
this position. 

Our School Farm is a unique part of our school. Our farm allows for the curriculum to be hands on and students experience 
agriculture firsthand, the very industry our community is built on! The school farm also offsets the school’s water supply for 
our ovals, hosts the annual District High School Cross Country event and many class reward days. 

Our school offers a Certificate I in Agriculture for Year 9 Students and a Certificate II in Conservation and Environmental  
Management for Year 10 Students. This year, we had students travelling weekly from Katanning Senior High School to  
participate in the Certificate II, which has been a great success. Our students, across all year groups, benefit from our farm, by 
participating in a range of activities and experiencing the facilities it offers. 

• A fully functioning classroom 

• Shearing shed, crutching cradle, a weighing scale and undercover yards 

• Basic orchard and large irrigated vegetable garden. 

• We crop approximately 20 to 40 hectares a year for sheep feed oats and hay. 

• Approximately 600 merino breeding ewes producing approximately 500 merino lambs a year and 100 crossbreds (Poll 
Dorset cross).  

• Chickens – students raise day olds to 16 weeks and keep six chickens for school eggs/incubator eggs. 

• Basic workshop with tools and equipment for servicing and fabrication. 

• Indigenous gardens which are maintained by students. 
 
Many of our past and present community members will have fond memories of the School Farm. There are so many benefits 
to having this asset attached to our school, but unfortunately without the staff to maintain and manage this facility, we will 
need to face some difficult decisions. We are reaching out to our community - if you know anyone or are interested in this 
position or are able to offer short-term assistance, we are keen to hear from you! 

If we are unable to find a Farm Manager, then the future of our farm will be in jeopardy. 

 Please call the Manager of Corporate Services - Courtney Toland, or the Principal - Sharon Poett on 9831 3300 for more  
information, or if you are able to help. 
 

FARM MANAGER 
Our School Farm is looking for a permanent Farm Manager. It is a full-time position, however we will negotiate work fraction if 
necessary. 

Kojonup DHS school farm is 480 acres and unique in that we only have one full time employee overseeing the operation. We 
crop approximately 20 to 40 hectares a year for sheep feed oats and hay. Approximately 600 merino breeding ewes producing 
approximately 500 merino lambs a year and 100 crossbreds (Poll Dorset cross). We sell whether and crossbred lambs and keep 
ewe lambs. 

The role is supported through our local Farm Advisory Committee, Principal, Farm teacher and Manager of Corporate Services.  

The key responsibilities of the position are:  

• Oversees the management of the School Farm. 

• Manages and maintains daily operations and enterprises on the farm, which may include livestock management,  
cropping, land care, mechanics and infrastructure maintenance. 

• Assists in the development and implementation of the farm plan. 

• Assists the Farm Teacher in the development of agricultural training programs. 

• Provides information and advice to the Principal, Farm Teacher and Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

• Follows procedures and processes to maintain primary industry enterprises, vehicles, machinery and buildings. 

• Assists in the development, implementation and review of the farm budget.  

• Assists in delivering educational programs, and resources relevant to primary industry curriculum. 

• Maintains Grain and Livestock registers. 

• Undertakes weekend work when required – although this is minimal and seasonal. 

• Provides instruction and demonstrations to groups of students with Farm Teacher present. 

• Ensures best practice approach to safety and health to meet the statutory requirements relating to Occupational Safety 
and Health, adhering to directives from the Department of Education, biosecurity, quality assurance and animal  
welfare. 

• Assists in construction of OHS Procedures associated with Farm Enterprises. 
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KDHS SCHOOL FARM—FARM MANAGER NEEDED 
 

• Assists students in preparing for competition and displays at Agricultural Shows for Field Days 
 
If you feel that these responsibilities are within your skill set, we would love to hear from you.  We are willing to negotiate with 
the right applicant regarding work fraction and other benefits. 
 
Please call the Manager of Corporate Services - Courtney Toland, or the Principal - Sharon Poett on 9831 3300 for more  
information. 
 

FARM TEACHER REPORT 
 
Term 3 ended and Term 4 began with several sporting carnivals and Country Week taking our students away to participate in 
other educational pursuits. Students assisted with tagging, drafting sheep, and preparing sheep for sale in Week 2.  

Term 3 consisted of shearing, fencing, lamb marking and general maintenance and construction. From these practical  
activities, classroom work focused on animal welfare, the definitions of the different laws and legislation which contribute to 
animal welfare and how sheep farmers manage these constraints.  

Fourteen of our Year 9 students have recently achieved their Certificate I in Agriculture. The remaining Year 9 students are 
busy completing their written modules and practical assessments. The Year 7s and 8s complete agriculturally-based bridging 
course work as precursor to achieving their Certificate I in Year 9. Year 10s are currently completing their Certificate II in  
Conservation and Ecosystem Management module and are progressing with meeting the completion deadlines.  

New design and technology curriculum being imposed as of 2026 expresses engagement of student’s interest in the  
sustainability and problem-solving realms of technology. The focus of the design process moving towards project  
management and delegation with AI. This will have a very minimal effect on our curriculum content as its contextual to our 
School Farm and our calendar activities. 

A majority of the Year 10s can now drive, to different levels and many have earnt their ‘farm licences’. They drive under strict 
supervision with Mr Holland and Ms Shepherd, and over half of the students have learnt how to drive a manual vehicle for 
the first time. Students turning 16 this year will apply for their learners permit, and those going to Ag schools have prior  
practical learning driving a vehicle. 

As 2025 comes to a close, we say goodbye to our Year 10 students and many of our Year 9s going to Agricultural Colleges. It is 
always a privilege to see the agricultural achievements of our alumni students. In 2023, Libby Hardingham, now in her 20s, 
was the youngest competitor in the National Merino Fleece Young Judges competition held in Launceston. This year, she 
named as a national finalist for young merino fleece judge competition in Adelaide, achieving third place overall in Australia. 
This week, Jack Leusciatti achieved the Year 11 Intensive Farming Award from Narrogin Agricultural College. Students have 
such a wonderful introduction to agriculture at KDHS. We are truly privileged to have a School Farm. 

Melissa Shepherd 
Secondary Agriculture Teacher 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Year 10 Rotary Mock Job  

Interviews  

Friday 21st November 

 

Kindy Orientation—Parent Session 

Monday 24th November 

9:00-10:30am, Kindy classroom 

 

Year 7 Orientation 

Tuesday 25th November 

 

Year 10 Rotary and APEX Bursary 

Interviews 

Friday 28th November 

 

Year 6 Camp 

Monday 1st—Wednesday 3rd  

December 

 

Kindy Orientation Morning—Child 

Session 

Thursday 4th December 

9:30—11:00am, Kindy classroom 

 

2026 Student Leader Nomination 

Speeches 

Friday 5th December 

 

Year 9-10 Workplace Learning 

Thank You Breakfast 

Tuesday 9th December 

 

Kindy Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday 11th December 

2:00—3:00pm, School Library 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th December 

 

Year 10 Graduation 

Friday 12th December 

6pm 

Issue 8 is our last for 2025. Please place your orders through 
LOOP or return it to school with payment by no later than 
Thursday 20th November.  

I am happy to hold orders if they are gifts for your children.  

Sonya Koster 
School Librarian 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 4 is ‘No Hat, No Play’ 

so please remember to 

bring your hat each day for 

outside play and sport  

lessons 
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INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Congratulations to the KDHS students who represented our school at the Interschool Athletics Carnival in Wagin on Friday 
31st October. Kojonup was the overall winner for the second consecutive year with a number of individual awards won and 
records broken. Thank you to the parents/carers who travelled to Wagin, for their support and assistance on the day.  
 
Ryan Sinclair & Kahli Thomson 
Health & Physical Education Teachers 

 

 

 

 

MEDAL WINNERS 

Year 4 Boys Runner-Up - Tom Kelly 
Year 5 Boys Champion - Cahter Ferguson 
Year 5 Boys Runner-Up - Tyler Milne 
Year 6 Boys Runner-Up - Rihari Romic 
Year 7 Girls Champion - Gracie Venables 
Year 7 Girls Runner-Up - Adahna Wells 
Year 7 Boys Runner-Up - Tona Watene 
Year 8 Girls Champion - Brooke Milne 
Year 9 Girls Champion - Meg Hunter 
Year 9 Boys Champion - Sam Waldron 
Year 9 Boys Runner-Up - Chris Ferguson 
Year 10 Boys Champion - Archer Yeates 
1500m Boys Champion - Sam Waldron 
800m Primary Boys Champion - Rihari Romic 
800m Secondary Girls Champion - Gracie Venables 
800m Secondary Boys Champion - Sam Waldron 

  

Kojonup Wagin 

  

Boddington 

  

1st 

724  

2nd 

497 

3rd 
446 

 

New Records 
Taj Wells - Year 5 Boys Vortex Throw - 45.55m 
 
Cahter Ferguson—Year 5 Boys Triple Jump—7.36m 
 

Cahter Tyler Rihari Gracie Adahna 

Tona Sam Chris Archer 

Tom 

Brooke Meg 
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SECONDARY ASSEMBLY 
 

Congratulations to our Secondary students on hosting a great Sports Program assembly on Friday 14th November in which 

they gave us interviews and results from Country Week and the Interschool Athletics Carnival. Well done to our Merit  

Certificate recipients and the Year 6 class, who won the Award of the Week for naming the most sports in a minute. 

 

PRIMARY 

Hamish Jones         McKye Gordon-Walpole      Kaleeo George    Hamish Robinson     Archie Michael      Cali Clinch 

Adriana Butson      Warrick Narkle         Albert Thorn    Ellie Bilney      Harry Robinson      Rezario George 

Ashley Wallam       Zayda Edmonds-Mair          Filimone Vea     Paeyton Hayfield     Oliver Fardig      Cahter Ferguson 

Saylah Spargo        Chelsea Zadow         Geron Alizer      Jett Crane 

 

SECONDARY 

Mitchell Schinzig Chase Lever  Mila Crane  Kyle Pollard  Savannah Tunui Carmella Butson 

Archer Yeates  Harry Hart 
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH PRE-PRIMARY 
 
This term, the Pre-Primary students have been focusing on the topic of ‘Around the World’. Last week, we went to Japan! We 
painted kimonos, scrunched our own cherry blossoms and finally, made some delicious sushi on Friday. All the students said it 
was delicious, with many coming back for second and even third helpings!! We are really enjoying learning about different 
countries and the culture, and we have learnt so many interesting facts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-PRIMARY DIRECTIONAL CODING 
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YEAR 9 DINNINUP SHOW EXCURSION 

On Tuesday 4th November, the Year 9 Certificate I in Agriculture students visited the Dinninup Show. This is a relatively small 
show with agricultural events and competitions such as cattle and sheep judging. Students watched a number of the  
demonstrations and had an early departure with the sudden onset of rain! 

Melissa Shepherd 

Secondary Agriculture Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

YEAR 9 BARISTA INCURSION 

On Thursday the 6th November, students from Katanning Senior High School and Kojonup District High School participated in 
the Barista Course hosted by our TAFE Career Taster Program. 

Students made muffins, icing and Bao buns as well as coffees and hot chocolates.  

Melissa Shepherd 

Secondary Home Economics Teacher 
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MATHS MADNESS!! 
 

These games can be played with a normal deck of cards. Use the Jack =11, Queen =12 and King 
=13 

 

Ten or Twenty 

Practice Concept(s): Addition 
      

Each player is dealt five cards, and the remaining cards are placed face down in a pile at the centre of the table. Flip over the 
top card from the pile and place it face up next to the pile; this will be the start of the discard pile. On each player’s turn, the 
player may pick up the top card in the face-down pile or one card from the discard pile, and that player must use exactly three 
cards to add up to ten or twenty. If a player cannot make a set adding up to ten or twenty on their turn, that player discards 
one card in the discard pile and the next player goes. If the player can make a set of cards with a sum of ten or twenty, they 
place down that set on their turn, pick up three new cards from the face-down pile, and discards one card to end their turn. 
(Players should end the turn with three cards.) The player with the greatest number of sets at the end of the game wins. 

 

Math Boggle 

Practice Concept(s): Arithmetic (Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division) 
 
If you’ve already played the regular game of Boggle (finding words in multiple directions from a set of 16 letter cubes) learning 
this game will be a cinch. For this game, each player will also need a pad of paper and a pencil. Lay 16 cards down on the table 
face-up in four rows and four columns. Set a timer and when you call “Go!”,  players look to see where they can find equations 
among the sixteen different cards. Players can write down equations that go vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and even zig-
zag, so long as the cards are in order and are touching at a side or corner. For example, if a player finds a 4, 3, and 1 next to 
each other, they can write “4 – 3 = 1” as an equation, or “1 + 3 = 4” as another equation. However, if the player finds a 3, 4, 
and 1 in a row, they cannot rearrange the numbers to make “4 – 3 = 1″ or ” 1 + 3 = 4. For starting players, allocate more time, 
such as five or seven minutes. For more experienced players, begin reducing the time down to as little as two minutes. 

 

Bec Bignell 
Maths Committee 
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PBS FOCUS FOR THIS FORTNIGHT IS:  

Set goals and work towards them    

      PBS VALUE: PRIDE 
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More information regarding these jobs are available at jobs.wa.gov.au. Please call Courtney Toland, Manager Corporate 

Services on 9831 3300 or courtney.toland@education.wa.edu.au 
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