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 Kojonup DHS 

 Newsletter  
 Email: kojonup.dhs@education.wa.edu.au     Office:9831 3300 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Hello Everyone  

As we approach the end of another school year, I want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible journey we’ve shared. 

This year has been filled with learning, growth, and achievements that make us proud of our students, staff, and families.  

Our students have demonstrated resilience and enthusiasm, embracing challenges and celebrating  

successes both in and out of the classroom. From academic milestones to sporting events and creative pursuits, their efforts 

remind us why education is such a rewarding endeavour.  

I would also like to acknowledge our dedicated staff, whose commitment and passion have been the foundation of our 

school’s success. Their hard work ensures that every student feels supported and  

inspired to reach their potential.  

We farewell Mr Sharma and Miss Siebert and wish each of them the very best in their new schools. Mrs Eyres is resigning to 

concentrate on family, Mrs Milne is taking a year off to pursue different interests, and Mr Holland is also leaving us to do the 

same. Mrs Julie Fleay and Mr Porter are retiring and we hope they enjoy this new phase of their lives. Thank you to all of you, 

your contribution to Kojonup District High School is both valued and appreciated. 

To our families and community partners—thank you for your ongoing support. Your involvement strengthens our school and 

enriches the experiences of our students.  

As we look forward to the new year, we remain committed to fostering a safe, inclusive, and vibrant learning environment. 

Together, we will continue to nurture curiosity, confidence, and a love of  

learning.  

Wishing you all a joyful holiday season and a happy, healthy start to the new year.  

Sharon Poett  

Principal  
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS—PRIMARY 

As we approach the end of another fantastic year at Kojonup District High School, we want to take a moment to reflect on the 

many achievements and events that have made 2025 so special. 

Kindy Orientation 

Our Kindy Orientation sessions were a wonderful success! It was fantastic to see our newest students settling in so well and 

showing great enthusiasm for learning. A big thank you to our staff and families for making these sessions welcoming and en-

joyable. 

Workplace Learning Appreciation 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the local businesses who supported our students through Workplace Learning this year. 

Your generosity and commitment to providing real-world experiences have been invaluable in helping our students grow and 

prepare for their future careers. 

Important Upcoming Events: 

• Kindy Graduation – Thursday 11th December 

• Year 6 Graduation – Friday 12th December 

• Playground Excursion (All Ages) – Monday 15th December 

• Bunbury Shopping Excursion – Tuesday 16th December 

• Presentation Night – Wednesday 17th December at 6:30pm 

• Good Standing Swimming Reward – Thursday 18th December. An icecream van will be on-site! Students will need to 

bring money to purchase ice creams. A price list will be sent home later this week. 

Special Reminder 

Thursday 11th December will be a Free Dress Day to celebrate the end of the school year. We look forward to seeing everyone 

in their favourite outfits! 

Thank you to all our students, families, and community members for your support throughout the year. We wish you a safe 

and happy holiday season and look forward to an exciting 2026! 

 
Lauren Suttie 
Deputy Principal—Primary 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS—SECONDARY 
 

Yep, it’s official—I have fallen in love with the Kojonup District High School community and as my time at KDHS draws near, I 

want to take a moment to express how grateful I am for the incredibly warm welcome I have received from staff, students, 

and families. The hospitality, genuine care, and support shown to me throughout my time here has been truly humbling and 

made my experience unforgettable.  

The dedication, passion, and professionalism of staff, alongside the kindness, friendliness and thoughtfulness of the students, 

is testament to the safe, nurturing environment KDHS provides—one where every individual is valued and supported.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed being part of the KDHS community and taking part in many school events where students have  

engaged in their learning and competed at their absolute best. Their pride and resilience beautifully reflect the school values 

and behaviour expectations to always have a go and show perseverance.    

I will miss you all terribly but will carry the fond memories, experiences and connections I have built at KDHS with me always, 

and I look forward to reconnecting with you in the future.   
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS—SECONDARY continued... 
 

Year 10 Rotary and APEX Bursaries  

Our Year 10 students recently represented themselves and our school with pride during interviews for bursaries offered by the 

Kojonup Rotary Club and the Kojonup APEX Club. Their confidence, preparation and maturity were clear, and we are incredibly 

proud of the way they conducted themselves. We look forward to the announcement of the successful applicant at the 

Presentation evening on Wednesday 17th December.   

We extend our sincere gratitude to the representatives from both community clubs, who generously volunteered their time to 

support this valuable opportunity for our students. Their ongoing commitment to encouraging young people is greatly  

appreciated.  

School Leadership nominations 2026  

It has been an exciting few weeks at our school as we commenced the process of selecting our student leaders for next year. 

The nomination period saw many enthusiastic students put themselves forward, demonstrating courage, initiative and a  

genuine desire to contribute to our school community.  

Following nominations, candidates prepared and presented their speeches to their peers and teachers. Each student spoke 

with confidence and passion, sharing their ideas, values and vision for how they could make a positive impact within our 

school. It was inspiring to see students express themselves so thoughtfully and take on the challenge of public speaking with 

maturity.  

Students listened carefully to each candidate and considered their choices thoughtfully before casting their votes. This process 

not only helped select our future leaders but also supported students in understanding the importance of democratic decision-

making and active participation in school life.  

We are incredibly proud of all students who nominated and took part in this leadership process. Their willingness to step up, 

speak out and represent their peers reflects the strong sense of community and responsibility we value at our school. We look 

forward to announcing our 2026 student leadership team at the Presentation evening on Wednesday 17th December.  

Year 10 Graduation Dinner  

We are delighted to announce that preparations are well underway for our Year 10 Graduation Dinner, a special celebration to 

acknowledge the growth and achievements of our graduating class. This milestone event is an opportunity for  

students, families and staff to come together and recognise the journey our Year 10s have taken throughout their time at our 

school.  

The Graduation Dinner promises to be an evening filled with pride, reflection and plenty of celebration. Students are looking 

forward to sharing a meal, enjoying speeches, and marking the end of their middle school years in a memorable and  

meaningful way.  

Once again, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for generously sharing your lives and community with me. My sincere 

thanks go to Lauren Suttie and Sharon Poett for their professional guidance and mentorship - their support and  

encouragement have been invaluable and very much appreciated. And finally, I would like to wish everyone a safe and Merry 

Christmas and wonderful 2026.  

Belinda Powell 

Deputy Principal—Secondary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Last day of Term 4—Thursday 18th December 

  First Day of Term 1—Monday 2nd February (PP-10) 

      Tuesday 3rd February (Kindy) 
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FAREWELL MR PORTER & MRS FLEAY 
 

KDHS farewells and celebrates the incredible commitment and extraordinary services of Mrs Julie Fleay and Mr Warren Porter. 

Warren and Julie have decided to pull up stumps and begin to enjoy the fruits of their hard work and dedication spanning  

approximately 75 years’ service to Kojonup DHS. 

Warren has dedicated 40 years’ service to KDHS commencing in October 1985. His official role was 
Head Gardener and Maintenance Officer and he undertook all of his duties with pride and  
enthusiasm.  The gardens and lawns were always neat and the rose garden in the front was a mass 
of blooms. Earning prizes at the Show was not uncommon in the earlier years. There are many  
behind the scene moments that Warren could be relied on to carry out. The BBQs were always 
cleaned and ready for the next fundraiser/Father’s Day Breakfast etc. The marking of the ovals and 
preparation of jump pits for Sports Carnivals was done by Warren. 
 
Warren took on the role of OHS officer and more recently was the Manual Arts Teacher for two 
years as a Limited Registration Teacher, a role that he relished in and spent much time preparing for 
his students’ lessons. He maintained the playing ovals for the students and was a great fix it man if 
anything needed attention. Nothing was too much trouble for Warren. His commitment and  
dedication to the school community was absolute, even getting up at any odd hour if the School 

Security Alarm system was triggered.  
 

Julie commenced her journey at the Community Kindergarten on the 23rd July 1991(now Kojonup Child Care Centre). She was 
also a Handywoman/Maintenance guru. Access if any to Google back in the early 1990s was limited ,if any, so all tasks where 
undertaken with gusto and the odd bit of blue tack! 
  
As time evolved Julie went onto study at TAFE and qualify as an Educational Assistant, with Special Needs as her forte. Julie 
worked with warmth, patience, understanding and professionalism earning the respect of both the students, parents and her 
peers. 
 
In her later years at KDHS, Julie has supported children, or sometimes grandchildren, of those she has helped in her earlier 
years—a legacy few can claim and speaks volumes of the impact she has had on the school community. 
The classrooms and corridors will miss her kindness, laughter and the calm reassurance she bought to every situation. Oh and 
the odd teacup left somewhere! 
 
No more thinking what was your password and computers not playing along!!Time for family, new adventures as a nomad in 
the caravan, and ticking off the list of jobs! 
 
As the hard work is behind them, both the KDHS staff and school community wish Julie and Warren and their respectful  
partners and families’ good health, enjoyment and wonderful new adventures to treasure as they have both earned this time 
in their lives. Your contribution to our school, knowledge and dedication will be greatly missed. 
 

 THANK YOU! 

 
Past and present staff reminiscing Julie’s time at KDHS. 
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YEAR 7 2026 ORIENTATION 
 

Our recent Year 7 2026 Orientation Day was a wonderful success, and I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our  

library staff, office staff, and secondary staff for their commitment in planning and organising the day. Their hard work  

ensured a smooth, engaging and memorable experience for our future Year 7 students.  

In true KDHS style, our current Year 6 students went out of their way to welcome new students to the 

school, demonstrating our school value of We show respect through consideration and care of others. Their warmth and  

kindness set the tone for an exciting day ahead.  

The morning began with buzzing excitement—and a few nervous smiles—as students settled into the library to learn about 

what Year 7 life will look like. Mr Sinclair then brought the energy outdoors with sporting competitions and team-building 

activities, followed by an engaging Physics lesson with Mr Sharma. Students explored the mechanical engineering of paper 

planes, tested their designs and collected data, sparking curiosity and teamwork.  

A highlight for many was the cricket session with Bon and several secondary students, who modelled positive relationships 

and reinforced our value of we show respect. After recess, Ms Shepherd and Mrs Eatts guided students through a cooking 

session that resulted in a delicious afternoon tea for families attending the information session later in the day.  

Lunch was enjoyed on the grass, followed by yet another lively cricket game—one that revealed a few aspiring cricketers who 

could easily replace Usman. The afternoon continued with a visit to the School Farm, where Ms Shepherd introduced students 

to caring for the land and livestock, offering a hands-on glimpse into agricultural learning at KDHS.  

Back at school, Ms Chisnall wrapped up the day with a range of super-engaging English activities that had students beaming 

with excitement for the year ahead. Finally, we gathered once more in the library for the family information session, enjoying 

the wonderful food prepared by our Year 6 students.  

It was fantastic to see our future Year 7 cohort so engaged, enthusiastic and optimistic about their transition to high school. 

We are confident they will continue to grow, thrive and strive toward their full learning potential next year. 

 

Belinda Powell 
Deputy Principal—Secondary 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Kindy Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday 11th December 

2—3pm, School Library 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th December 

 

Year 10 Graduation 

Friday 12th December 

6pm, Commercial Hotel 

 

Katanning All-Ages Playground  

Excursion (PBS Shop) 

Monday 15th December 

11am-2pm 

 

Eaton Fair Shopping Centre  

Excursion (PBS Shop) 

Tuesday 16th December 

8:30am—3pm 

 

Presentation Night 

Wednesday 17th December 

6:30pm start 

Upper Primary Undercover Area 

 

Swimming Excursion (Good  

Standing Reward) - PP-10 

Thursday 18th December  

10am-2pm 

Kojonup Swimming Pool 

 

Last Day of Term 4 

Thursday 18th December 

 

School Office Re-opens 

Tuesday 27th January 

 

First Day of Term 1 2026  

Monday 2nd February (PP-10) 

Tuesday 3rd February (Kindy) 

 

SCHOOL BOARD VACANCIES 
Kojonup District High School Board consists of elected members who 
work with the school and community to achieve best outcomes for  
students. The establishment of the School Board has given the school an  
opportunity to attract a broad cross-section of people with a range of  
experience and expertise. Strong community representation ensures the 
board can make a significant contribution to the development of Kojonup 
District High School and provide strategic guidance and monitoring. 

We have vacancies on our School Board for: 

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 

The School Board meets once per term. 

Nomination packs are available from the front office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES & SCHOOL  

DEVELOPMENT DAYS 2026 
Term 1 —Monday 2nd February to Thursday 2nd April 

School Development Day—Monday 20th April 

Term 2—Tuesday 21st April—Friday 3rd July 

Term 3—Monday 20th  July—Friday 25th September 

School Development Day—Monday 24th August 

Term 4—Monday 12th October—Thursday 17th December 

School Development Day—Friday 6th November 

PLEASE NOTE: Printed reports will no 

longer be offered as of this semester. All 

reports will be sent via email. Please  

ensure you save the file as the link is only valid for 4 

weeks and that we have your current email address. 



KOJONUP DHS NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                                 TERM 4 WEEK 9 

 7 

YEAR 6 CAMP 

Day 1: Had to be on the bus and leaving at 7:30am. First, we drive up to Perth. While we were driving up to perth, we put on 
our camp playlist, mostly ‘California Girls’. When we got to Perth, we went to Cicerello’s and we saw the yellow man’s doodle. 
Then we went to the Roundhouse for the firing of the cannon. After the cannon, we walked down past the train tracks and 
went to the Shipwreck Museum, then we walked to Yochi from the Fremantle Oval, where we parked the bus. We walked 
back to the Fremantle Oval and played around there for a while before going to the Fremantle Prison. After, we walked down 
to Holey Moley where I did both mini golf and bowling. Finally, we hopped on the bus and went to Point Walter Camp School. 
 
Day 2: On Day2, we went to Scitech and watched a realistic documentary in the dome about how earth was formed. Next, we 
went to Wellington Square and we had to walk forever to get there. After Wellington Square, we went to Perth Mint and saw 
a gold pour, we got a couple queen age which mostly everyone lost. We got back to Point Walter and we all had a swim in the 
pool for about half an hour and then everyone got changed. We jumped into the bus and watched the sunset while having a 
barbecue at the bank. The boys thought it was a smart idea to catch fish with their Crocs and hats. Boys are so silly and weird. 
At night, me and the girls caught Mrs Clifton and Mrs Eatt standing on chairs with their phones, putting fart noises through 
everyone’s window. Funny! 
 
Day 3: On the last day, we woke up and got changed and then packed our bags. We got on the bus and headed to the fuel 
station and, after our stop, we went to Adventure World. We went on heaps of water slides, like the Kraken and the Tunnel of 
Terror, and rides, like the Inferno and the Black Widow. Zoe was so scared on the Black Widow. I looked away panicking, but 
tried to calm down. We had lunch at Adventure World. We got back on the bus and stopped at Williams. Everyone thought 
they were the shortest school days. 
Kaitlyn Jones 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day 1: 7:30am in the morning, ready to go on Year 6 Camp. I was sitting next to Zoe and Kaitlyn at the very back of the bus, in 

the single row. We ate and shared our lollies before Williams. At Williams, we stopped for a toilet break, but instead we all 

played on the flying fox or on the playground. When we got back on the road, everyone started playing Blockblast. When we 

finally got to Perth, we went to Cicerello’s and learned about Marine Biology. After that, we had lunch and fed the fish. We 

went to the Roundhouse to see the cannon fire at 1:00pm and then walked all the way down to the shipwreck place. The 

shipwreck place had lots of information. Yochi was my favourite place on Day 1 because you could load it up with many  

different toppings. We went to Fremantle Prison. It was nice and cold because of the limestone rooms. Holey Moley had 

made us dinner when we were bowling. Mini Golf was next and we got to do this really cool poop one. The arcade was my 

favourite bit about Holey Moley. After, we got to Point Walter Camp School. I was really tired, but we still stayed up late. 

Day 2: On Day 2, we got up and went off to Scitech. We caught the train to Scitech, and it was so cool to see a movie and 

show before we got to go and explore and do experiments. After, we went to Wellington Square  and there was a little water 

section to cool us down. We walked to the Perth Mint to see the gold get poured and see it made into a bar of gold. After 

that, we got back to camp and had a swim in the pool because it was really hot. Then we went to the river for dinner and we 

saw the sunset (which was very pretty). When we got back, we played 44home and Spotlight. We did not go sleep until 

11:45pm. 

Day 3: On Day 3, we woke up a little bit late at 7:00am, but we zoomed through our morning routines ready for Adventure 

World. The Kraken was my favourite ride because when you come up the cone it goes really high. The Abyss was my second 

favourite ride because it was really scary. The Inferno was nice, but it felt like my guy came out of my mouth when we went 

straight up and down really fast. 

Polly Eatt 
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YEAR 6 CAMP 

Day 1: Day One on camp was really fun because we had lots of energy for the bus, plus we had lots of lollies. We got to Koji at 

7:15am and left at 7:30am. We had a crazy bus trip and arrived at 11:00am, then walked to Cicerello’s and saw lots of fish. It 

was really hot. Then we went to the Roundhouse. It was an astonishing view and we saw the firing of the cannons at 1:00pm 

on the dot (it was like shotgun loudness x2). Then we walked to the Shipwreck Museum and saw lots of cool ship models, the 

engine room of a ship, and a real shipwreck. Then we hopped on the bus and went to Yochi before going to  

Fremantle Oval and we played cricket. Then we went to Fremantle Prison and saw Moondyne Joe’s prison cell. After that, we 

went to Holey Moley and played golf, bowling and arcade games, ate dinner, then we played Spotlight back at camp. 

Day 2: The next day, we found that our dorm was infested with ants, then we took the train close to Scitech, went in the  

Planetarium and played science games. Then we went to Wellington Square before going to the Perth Mint. At the Perth 

Mint, we got to see a real gold pour. We came back to the camp and had a swim. Then we had a BBQ at the river and caught 

16 blowfish using our hats and our hands. 

 

Day 3: We woke up between 3:00 and 6:00am. Then we packed our bags and went to Adventure World. I went on pretty 

much all the rides. The Kraken is my third favourite, the Inferno was my second, and the Abyss was my favourite. Mrs Clifton 

and I went on it and it was really fun. The way home was both loud and sleepy, but I bought a 1kg pack of lollies and was 

throwing them around the bus on the way home. On the way from KDHS to my house, I told Mum all about how fun it was.  

Todd McMahon 
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YEAR 9/10 VISUAL ARTS CAREER TASTER INCURSION 
 

Mr Lucev’s Year 9/10 class had the pleasure of welcoming representatives from South Regional TAFE, who delivered an  

engaging and hands-on introduction to the opportunities available in the Visual Arts field.  Students engaged in skills to  

develop creative ideas in a range of applications including textile painting. In addition, students had the opportunity to ask 

questions about future pathways and the types of careers that can grow from a foundation in the visual arts. The  

presenters  highlighted the importance of creativity in many industries and encouraged students to think broadly about 

how artistic skills can shape their futures. We extend our sincere thanks to the South Regional TAFE visitors for providing an 

informative session.   

Belinda Powell 

Deputy Principal—Secondary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to Carissa Daw, Mitchell Schnzig, Jacob McMahon, Thomas Bilney 

and Daisy Bilney (and former student Jenna Bilney) who won awards from the 

recent Junior Photography exhibition at  Kodja Place. Thank you to Jill Watkin 

from Kodja Place for presenting the awards at a recent mini assembly. 
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PBS FOCUS FOR THIS FORTNIGHT IS:  

Self-regulation    

      PBS VALUE: RESILIENT 
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More information regarding these jobs are available at jobs.wa.gov.au. Please call Courtney Toland, Manager Corporate 

Services on 9831 3300 or courtney.toland@education.wa.edu.au 
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