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From the Principal’s Desk

Welcome back to 2026 everyone.  For those of you who are new to the school, a warm
welcome to KDHS! We are very proud of our school, and we hope that you will enjoy being
a part of our school community.   

The term has started with a flourish, new staff have settled in and new students also. We
welcome Miss Sandra Clues in Year 1, Miss Emma Rees in Year 1/2, Mr Bill Yuan in
secondary Science and Mr Travis Abbott who will be working two days per week in Design
and Technology in the secondary school. Mrs Kahli Thomson is backfilling Mrs Milne for
2026 and Ms Vicky Williams is in the secondary deputy role for Term 1, backfilling Mrs
Brown. Miss Alanna White has taken on the small group tuition role on a Tuesday and will
work with the students who are being extended in Mathematics. I am sure the school
community joins with me in welcoming them to our wonderful school and to the Kojonup
community. 
 
Mr Scott Gardner has decided that the school farm role is not for him and has resigned his
position. We wish him all the best. If you know anyone that may be interested in this
position, please get in touch with the school to find out more. 
 
We are trialling a new deputy set up this year, with the portfolios for the deputy positions
changing. Miss Suttie will deal with curriculum across K-10 and Ms Williams will be student
services across K-10. If you have queries about behaviour, attendance or wellbeing, Ms
Williams as the student services deputy is your go to. Miss Suttie will deal with
curriculum/academic queries. 

Swimming Trials
Wednesday 18  February:
Year 7-10

th

Thursday 19  February:
Year 3-6

th

Assembly - Year 6
Friday 20  Februaryth

2:10pm
Upper Primary Undercover
Area 

P&C AGM
Monday 23  Februaryrd

6pm
School Library

Faction Swimming
Carnival
PP-Year 10
Friday 27  Februaryth

Kojonup Swimming Pool

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Sharon Poett



Some students are very eager to get to school each morning and are arriving very early. Students are not to be at
school until 8:30am, so we ask for parent co-operation with this. There is no duty of care until 8:30am and your child
can not be supervised until then, so it is not safe for them to be here before that time. Please do not allow your child to
be at school before the designated start time. 

Parents are getting very competent at using our communication portal – Compass, which is great. Please be advised
that if you send messages out of school hours on this forum, staff are not obliged to answer at that time, they will do so
during school hours. 
 
Students have been reminded of our portable electronic device policy in regard to moblie phone or smart watch usage
at school. We ask that parents support this policy and do not contact students during the day except through the front
office. The Department of Education stance is that phones/devices are OFF AND AWAY ALL DAY. Therefore, if your
child is complying with this, they will not be able to be contacted as their device will not be turned on. You are
welcome to ring the front office and a message will be relayed if required. As per the policy, phones will be confiscated
if being used by students and they will be able to pick them up after the final siren at the end of the day. Three
breaches of this policy will see students losing their Good Standing. 

Good Standing has also been discussed with all students and reminders given about the need to maintain good standing
if students want to attend reward days/excursions. 

The PBS Professional Learning Community together with the whole staff will be completing a review of our Good
Standing Policy in the next couple of weeks, and parents will be notified when the updated policy is available on the
website. Uniform, portable devices (phones/smart watches) and behaviour breaches will all be reviewed. 
 
Swimming trials already underway for the Faction Swimming Carnival that will be held on Friday 27  February. As
happens every year, we will be putting a call out to parents to help with the carnival on the day. Interschool swimming
will see Boyup Brook and Bridgetown competing this year, and the additional competition will be welcomed. The
interschool carnival will be held in Boyup Brook on Friday 27  March. 

th

th

 
In line with new Department of Education regulations, the school will be closed for reporting to parents on Tuesday
24  March. You will need to make other arrangements for your children on that day as the normal timetable will be
suspended. Parent interview slots will be available via Compass by the end of Week 3. Please book an interview with
your child’s teacher to get an update on their progress in first term. This will replace the progress reports that
secondary students used to receive at the end of Term 1. 

th

 
The KDHS P&C will hold their first meeting of the year on Monday 16  February at 6pm in the school library. They hope
to see you there! 

th

Whilst we are talking about the P&C, on behalf of the whole school community, I would like to say a massive thanks to
Vice President Taryn Sexton and her helpers; Jeannie Kelly, Mary O’Halloran, Morgan Dezotti-Hartnup, Melita Jefferies
and Nat Oldham for the commitment they showed towards applying for a grant to beautify the assembly space here at
the school. They worked many hours to submit an application that was first class. The group were successful in
receiving nearly $20,000 and will employ an artist to paint murals in that area that have meaning to the local
community and the school. We are so fortunate here at KDHS to have so many people willing to work hard to ensure
students have a wonderful schooling experience. 
 
We are looking for a community representative for the School Board and also a parent representative. If you feel you
could contribute to our Board, please pick up a nomination package from the front office and have your nomination
back by Wednesday 4  March at 3:00pm. th

CHOOKSCHOOKS
Contact: KDHS Office 

9831 3300
Payment can be made via cash or direct deposit

BSB: 066-040
Account Number: 19907515

Account Name: Kojonup District High School

The School Farm is selling 18-week-old ISA Brown hens 
Only 50 available! 

$25 each



Welcome back to a bright new school year! 

As we step into a fresh year of learning at Kojonup District High School, the energy across our classrooms has been nothing short
of inspiring. The first two weeks have set a positive tone, with students demonstrating enthusiasm, curiosity, and a strong
commitment to their learning. 
 
From our youngest learners in the primary years to our secondary students diving deeper into their subjects, staff have been
impressed by the readiness and effort shown so early in the term.  
 
Teachers are reporting: 

Excellent engagement — Students have arrived eager to learn and quick to settle into routines. 
Positive classroom behaviour — Respectful interactions, teamwork, and resilience are already shining through. 
Strong academic focus — Whether it’s reading and writing, problem‐solving in maths, or hands‐on experiments in science,
students are giving their best and showing genuine interest. 

 
Across the school, the first two weeks have highlighted many early successes: 

Primary classes have made a smooth transition back into structured learning, with students showing impressive
independence and enthusiasm for literacy and numeracy activities. 
Secondary students have made an especially focused start, taking responsibility for their learning and setting goals for the
year ahead. 

 
We also wish to extend a sincere thank you to Mrs Kahli Thomson, Mr Ryan Sinclair, and all of our wonderful parent helpers for
ensuring our swim trials ran smoothly. Your organisation, encouragement, and teamwork set our students up for success—thank
you for your support and dedication. 
 
Our first assembly of the year, hosted by the Year 6 cohort, will take place on Friday 20th February. We look forward to
welcoming families as we celebrate student achievements, enjoy student-led presentations, and come together as a school
community for the first time in 2026. 
 
The Faction Swimming Carnival is just around the corner, and excitement is building. Students are ready to show their team
spirit, cheer for their factions, and give every race their absolute best. It is always a highlight of the term, and we look forward to
a day of participation, encouragement, and healthy competition. 
 
Our Year 10 students will be heading to the Wagin Woolorama on Friday 6th March. This excursion provides a valuable
opportunity to explore agricultural industries, local innovation, and regional careers. We know our students will represent the
school with maturity and enthusiasm as they engage in this rich learning experience. 

 

Lauren Suttie
Deputy Principal News

CORNERCORNER

EVENTS/EXCURSIONS CONSENT
Did you know you can give your

child consent to attend an event or
excursion through Compass?

 Compass has an Events feature
which enables you to quickly give

consent and not worry about signing
printed 

 permission slips.

Currently, the school does not use the payment option due
to the high fees. If payment is required for an event, please

pay by cash to the front office or to the school’s bank
account. These details will be given on the event. If you
would like any help using the Events feature, please ask

your child’s teacher or the front office.



I am delighted to introduce myself as Deputy Principal – Secondary for 2026. It is a privilege to work alongside our
students, staff and families, and I look forward to building strong relationships within our school community.
Supporting students to feel confident, capable and connected in their secondary years is something I value deeply. 
The year has begun with a very positive tone. Students returned organised and ready to learn, and our Year 7 cohort
has settled smoothly into secondary routines. It has been wonderful to see students demonstrating responsibility and
enthusiasm so early in the term. 
Secondary students are currently completing PAT testing and preparing for NAPLAN. This information supports staff in
identifying strengths and areas for growth, ensuring learning programs are targeted and responsive. 
Our programs are well underway, with Year 7 and 8 students engaging in Indonesian through SIDE, and Year 9 and 10
students commencing certificate courses on the school farm alongside Katanning Senior High School students. These
authentic, hands-on opportunities are a highlight of our secondary pathway. 
I encourage parents and community members to reach out at any time — we value strong partnerships in supporting
every student’s success in 2026. 

Vicky Williams

Deputy Principal News

Student Photo Permission

Consent for student photos and names to appear in school publications
(newsletter, website, Facebook page etc) are signed by parents/carers upon
enrolment.

If you would like to change your consent or check what you have chosen, please
contact the school

Have Your Details Changed?

Please notify the front office if your details have changed recently:

Address
Phone number
Custody details
Medicare number

Consent Forms Due
Consent forms were sent home recently for students to access the
computers, iPads and the various apps they will use for learning.
Please be advised your child will not be able to access technology at
school until parent/carer permission has been received.

The Year 6 class will be selling icy poles $2 and
icecreams $4 at lunchtime every day for the

rest of the term.
Bring some cash and help them fundraise for

school camp.



Mr Yuan
Hi there, I’m Bill, or Mr Bill to the kids, since my last name is so annoying to pronounce! I moved to
Kojonup from Melbourne where I grew up and lived for 17 years. In the two short months I’ve been living
here, I feel right at home from how warmly your town has treated me as a newcomer. It almost made me
forget that I just moved across the Nullarbor!

I’ll be the new Year 7-10 Science and Year 7 HASS teacher. When I was in school, my mates and myself all
had moments when we questioned when we’d use something we were taught in real life. Since farming is
Koji’s backbone, I’m aiming to explain everything in terms of it. You can say that being educated myself
about country life is the part of going bush that I’m most pumped about!

Miss Clues
Hello! My name is Miss Sandra Clues and I’m excited to be teaching Year 1 this
year. This is my first year teaching, and I come to the classroom with a
background in Occupational Therapy, which I have been doing in Perth for
the last 6 years with my therapy dog Pickles. Before that I spent time on
stations in Queensland and the Northern Territory which was a great
combination of remote living and working with children. I love the curiosity
of Year 1 students and am really looking forward to learning and growing
alongside them throughout the year. I am especially looking forward to
utilising the school farm, as I'm sure lots of the students are too!

Miss Rees
Hi everyone, my name is Emma Rees and I am excited to be teaching Year 1/2 this year. Originally from
Perth, I feel very grateful to be part of the welcoming school community here in Kojonup. Last year, I
taught at Munglinup Primary School, where I had the opportunity to teach a multi-aged class ranging
from Kindy to Year 6, an incredibly rewarding experience. I am passionate about English, with a strong
focus on explicit phonics instruction, and creating a calm, engaging classroom where students feel
confident to learn and grow. I am especially looking forward to building strong relationships with my
students and families, celebrating their progress, and sharing many exciting learning experiences
together throughout the year. 

Meet the
New Staff

Miss White
My name is Alanna White. I grew up on a farm in Goomalling. After attending boarding school (at Perth
College) and university (at Notre Dame) in Perth, I completed my first four years of teaching in Hyden,
followed by another four years in Manjimup. In 2023, I taught at Broomehill PS, before going on maternity
leave in 2024. In 2025, I taught Sport & Technologies at Broomehill PS (as well as this year). And in 2026, I am
excited to also be teaching Maths Intervention on Tuesdays at KDHS. Working with small groups of students
will mean getting the opportunity to really harness and extend their Mathematical competencies and seeing
their true potential shine - I can't wait! 



What faction is my child in?
Your child’s faction is listed on their profile on Compass. Siblings are always placed in the same faction.

Where can I buy a faction shirt?
Faction shirts are available from BMC Embroidery - ph. 0417 981 455. A limited number of secondhand shirts may be available
at Renew Opshop on Jones Road (open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 10am-2pm).

On the day....
Year 3-10 students will walk to the pool with their teachers after the first roll call.
PP-Year 2 students will head to the pool with their teachers at 12pm for the Junior Carnival.
Please bring your bathers, towel, goggles and hat.

Faction Swimming
Carnival

Friday 27  February 2026th Hercules Phoenix Aquila



What is Kindness in Year 1/2?
When Livi helps me draw pictures. 
Emrys Ashton

Sharing my toys with Charlynne. 
Scarlet Giguera

When Dad plays with me. 
Diaz Spargo

Kindness is helping another person. 
Ayla Wells

When my big sister helps me colour in. 
Lyla Porter

It is when I share my things with Ellie. 
Leo Hartnup

Taryn Sexton
Primary DOTT Teacher

Mrs Sexton’s Section

P&C
News

Billie Zadow
Secretary
Kojonup DHS P&C
kojonuppandc@gmail.com

What is the purpose of the Parents & Citizens
Association?

to help provide resources for the school
to create a sense of school community

Joining the P&C is a great way to meet other parents and contribute to the
life of the school. The P&C helps the school by fundraising and providing
extra resources, iPads, playground and sporting equipment, end of year
book prizes, and trophies for sports carnivals.

We also hold events to bring the school community together, including a
disco last year and a very successful Art Auction every three years.

Everyone is welcome and everyone can contribute. Many hands make light
work. We meet once per term.

Annual General Meeting, followed by a
General Meeting
Monday 23rd February, 6pm in the School Library
The President and Secretary positions will be up for grabs. Please think
about whether you could fill these roles.

Grant Application Success!
The P&C have applied and been successful in securing a grant to brighten
the Upper Primary undercover area with a mural. Many thanks to Taryn
Sexton, Jeannie Kelly, Morgan Dezotti-Hartnup, Nat Oldham, Mary
O’Halloran and Melita Jefferies for all their hard work behind the scenes to
make this happen.



PBS - Participate in all Learning Activities



Nurse
Annie’s
News

Annie Hornby
School Nurse
Works Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
even week Wednesdays

Second Breakfast
Club

Served at 8:30am from
the old Canteen building

Tuesdays
Pancakes with Tianie, our

School Chaplain

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Thank you to our school staff and
volunteers from Rotary and Lions, and 

to Boniface Care for providing the
ingredients



Lunch
Orders 

from 124
Cafe

Lunch orders from 124 Cafe will will be available on
Wednesdays and Fridays each week.  Students can ONLY
order from this menu at school. 124 Cafe will deliver the

orders to the school at lunchtime.

To order, you will need to contact 124 Cafe directly and
either set up an account or go into the cafe and pay as

you order. Please do not send money and lunch orders to
the school.











Tickets on
sale

Friday 27
February

th



Closing 11:59pm 30 April 2026
The Kids Access All Areas Vouchers program is an exciting new initiative for Western
Australian children aged 5 to 15 to attend arts and cultural events.
Up to 25,000 vouchers will be available each year over 2 years.
Parents and guardians of children aged 5 to 15 can reserve one $50 voucher per child, up
to a maximum of 4 children for $200.
Where can the vouchers be used?
Once a voucher/s are reserved, you can buy tickets from an approved venue or provider
and then claim your rebate.
Vouchers can be used at over 100 venues or providers across Western Australia, providing
convenient options to enjoy arts and cultural events across the state.
About the vouchers
Vouchers for the first round are limited and can be reserved until 30 April 2026, unless
otherwise exhausted. You will then have until 31 May 2026 to buy tickets and claim your
rebate.
The next round of Kids Access All Areas Vouchers is planned to open in August 2026.
Kids Access All Areas vouchers are limited to 1 per eligible child for the entire program. If
you reserve a voucher in the first release, you won’t be eligible for the second release.
Any unused balance on first round vouchers expires after 31 May 2026.
Rebates must be claimed by 31 May 2026.
How to reserve a voucher and redeem a rebate
Participating in the Kids Access All Areas Vouchers program is a 3 step process:
1. Reserve your voucher/s via the ServiceWA  app
2. Buy your tickets for an arts or cultural event from an approved venue or provider
3. Claim your rebate by uploading your tax invoice/s in the ServiceWA app.
ServiceWA app
The ServiceWA app is the fastest, most secure and most convenient way to claim and
redeem Kids Access All Areas Vouchers.
Please visit the ServiceWA current offers webpage for more information on how to login
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/servicewa/servicewa-app-current-offers, find the
offer in ServiceWA and register for your voucher. Once you have done that you can then
go back in and claim for a rebate by uploading your tax invoice.
Help
If you need help setting up your Digital ID to login, help and step by step videos are
available 
Please contact ServiceWA Customer Care on:
• 13 33 92 (open 24/7)
• email support@digital.wa.gov.au (8.30 am to 4.30 pm weekdays).
Alternative claim and method
If you are unable to use the ServiceWA app to reserve your vouchers and submit your
rebate, you can claim via an alternative claim form. Complete the form and upload copies
of your identity documents to meet 100 points of ID from the examples provided.
Alternative claim form - https://onlinegrants.cits.wa.gov.au/Kids-AAA-Voucher/

https://www.cits.wa.gov.au
/funding/creative-

industries-funding/kids-
access-all-areas/venues-

and-providers


