
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

KDHS 2020 STUDENT LEADERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FROM THE ADMIN TEAM – Clare Roser, Clive Reardon and Kate Fleay 
Congratulations 
If you managed to attend our first Whole School Assembly today, you would have seen the Class Representatives and 
Faction Captains receive their badges. I would like to congratulate all of the students, who have already shown excellence 
in leadership, and am confident they will do a wonderful job of representing their respective classes and the school. 
 

Student Leadership Group 

This year we have engaged Ben Miller, from the Great Southern Aboriginal Health Services, to work with our student 

leaders. Ben’s aim is to challenge our students so that they will learn about what the qualities of good leaders are. His 

focus is to ensure that the students are equipped with the right set of tools to go forth and make good choices that not 

only benefit them, but their peers as well. From talking to a few of the participants, they are thoroughly enjoying the 

different approach to learning that Ben brings and the challenges they consistently face when making worthwhile 

decisions. We thank Ben for continually challenging the current student leaders of our school. 

 

Communication 

There is always a lot of good things happening at Kojonup DHS and I remind parents that it is important to keep an eye 

on the newsletter, Seesaw, and email to ensure you are up to date with all the many exciting activities and events.  We 

are trying to become more environmentally friendly by gradually moving away from hard copy information to 
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Primary: Samantha Malady & Amy Hope 

Secondary: Ashton Morrison-Gianatti & 

Mikaela Gibbons 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Front Row: Harry Kelly, Dylan Robinson, 

Brooke Milne, Samantha Malady, Amy Hope, 

Libby Hardingham, Joseph Retallack. 

Back Row: Danielle Evans, Terehia Potaka-

Osborne, Patrick Crapella, Ashton Morrison-

Gianatti, Mikaela Gibbons, Georgia Schinzig. 

 

PHOENIX 

Ashlyn Evans, Ben Gibbons,  

Broughton Collins, Sam Jenik. 

 

FACTION CAPTAINS 
 

AQUILA 

Flynn Roser, Amy Williams,  

Pippa Radford, Sharee Arnold. 

 

HERCULES 

Imogen Ladyman-Palmer, Victoria Ryan, 

Ryan Bellotti, Ava Clifton. 
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parents/carers, permission notes, requiring parent signature will still be in hard copy. For those classes not using the 

Seesaw app, communication will be via carer/parent email and/or Communication Book.  If the school does not have a 

current email address for you, could you please make this available to the front office or your child’s Class/Form 

teacher. 

We understand that from time to time parents will have questions or concerns and I would remind all families that your 

first point of contact should be the classroom teacher. The Deputies and I are always available to meet parents where 

the concern has not been resolved, or where parents believe the matter is sensitive. 

 

P&C 

I look forward to working with the P&C again this year. The P&C contribute in a range of ways to the school, the 

community and to the provision of services to the students. I would encourage all families (new and existing) to consider 

getting involved in the P&C. The AGM is scheduled for Monday, 9th March at 7pm in the Library.  

 

School Council Positions 2020 

Applications to nominate for a position on the KDHS School Council will be available soon.  Members of the community 

can nominate in the Parent/Carer category, with a 3-year term. If more nominations, than positions available are 

received, an election will be held. The Council will also be approaching members of the wider community to fill an 

additional Community position. This position does not need to be elected in, as it is chosen direct by the Council. 

 

IPS Community Survey 

The KDHS School Council will meet again on Wednesday, 18th March to discuss the distribution of a Community/School 

Culture Self-Assessment Survey as part of our Independent Public School bid.  This survey asks parents/carers to 

consider the school’s response to developing a culture of ‘excellence in teaching’.  To ensure this exercise gives us 

enough, valuable information to base our submission on, we will be encouraging all families to complete the survey, 

adding comments to further enhance their choices.  

 

Curriculum News 

Our staff have been analysing school data to inform their teaching, to achieve the best possible outcomes for our 

students.  As part of this analysis, we determine the effectiveness of any school based teaching approaches, making 

modifications and changes if required.  This year we have identified the need to address the approach we have been 

taking, to the teaching of spelling and mathematics.  Teachers will be receiving professional development over the next 

few weeks to enable them to confidently deliver the iMaths program (Year1-6) and Diana Rigg (PLD) approach to 

synthetic phonics teaching (Year 3-6).  Our Secondary English department will also be trained in the senior process of 

Talk 4 Writing, continuing on from the work done in the Early Childhood and Primary school years.  Although we face 

additional costs compared to our city colleagues, to access high quality professional learning; as a school we believe it 

is vital to continually upskill all staff to make certain we are providing contemporary, evidence based learning 

opportunities for all students. 

 

OLNA 

Last week, all Year 10 students were given the opportunity to access the practice tests for OLNA.  An information letter 

was also sent home explain the tests, for parents.  The formal testing window begins on Tuesday, 3rd March.  I would 

request that your child attends school on the scheduled test dates to avoid having to participate in make-up tests.  Once 

students have passed the three test types, they are eligible to receive their WACE upon graduation. 

 

Swimming Trials 

Swimming trials will begin next week so please ensure that your children are well equipped for the trial dates set out in 

this term’s planner. 

 

Magic Coat Workshops 

KDHS and St Bernard’s schools have been invited to attend a series of student and parent workshops being delivered 

by Di Wilcox.  This opportunity has been kindly offered by the Kojonup Shire, who have managed to secure a visit from 

Di as she makes her way to Albany for a series of public sessions.  Di is the author of the very popular ‘Magic Coat’ 

book.  The workshops will give children and parents, strategies to deal with worry; anxiety, friendship issues and 

bullying, using simple analogies and story telling. 

To find out more visit www.themagiccoat.com 

Have a wonderful long weekend and stay safe if you are travelling on the road. 
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FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE – Annie Hornby 
Reminder to Year 7 and 10 students to please return their Immunisation consent forms by 6th March, 2020. 

 

GREEN TEAM NEWS 
It has been fantastic to see that over the past few weeks, the 

number of students who have been bringing in Nude Lunches, each 

week it has been increasing. This fortnight we have had 472 nude 

lunches and 605 so far this term! Well done everyone! 

After speaking with a representative from Blackwood Waste, we 

thought it would be a great idea to remind families what we can be 

recycled here in Kojonup. 

 

FARM NEWS 
The Year 1’s have been having lots of fun up at the School Farm 

this term. In week 3 they made their own scarecrow and named him 

Mr Rust. We’re all hoping that he does his job correctly, so that 

they’ll be able to take home lots of fresh veggies for their families.  
Mrs Cussons & Mrs Sexton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-PRIMARY 
The Pre-Primary class have visited the School Farm for a tour, investigated living and non-living things (experienced a 

special visit from Chester) and we've been demonstrating our schools 4 expectations. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what we have into enough, and more.  It turns denial into acceptance, 
chaos to order, confusion to clarity.  It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. 
By Melody Beattie. 

 
INTER-HOUSE SWIMMING TRIALS HELPERS REQUIRED 
Swimming Trials are next week on Wednesday, March 4th from 11:30-3:00pm. Please contact Derek Ringrose 

(Derek.Ringrose@education.wa.edu.au), if you are able to help out. 

The Swimming Carnival will take place on the 12th March. 

 
AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
The Australian Geography Competition is set is take place again this year on Wednesday, 18th March for students from 
years 7-10, who are wanting to participate. This will cost $4 per student. Please contact the front office for a registration 
form. 

 
YEAR ONE WRITING 
The Year One’s had to write Mrs Cussons a letter explaining why they were late for school.  
 

 

Mar 2 

 

LABOUR DAY 

3 

Kindy Day 

 

4 

Play Café 10:30-12:30am 

 

 

5 

Kindy Day 

 

 

6 

9 

Kindy Day 

P&C AGM 7pm in 

Library, all welcome. 

10  

Kindy Day 

 

11 

Play Café 10:30-12:30am 

 

12 

Kindy Day 

Inter-House 

Swimming Carnival 

13 

Newsletter 

Assembly – Year 6 2:00pm 

Save the Date 
A Community Event on 

Friday March 27th from 6.30pm 

Outdoor Movie and Dinner 
At Kojonup District High School 

A Fundraiser for the Year 4 Camp to Perth and the Year 5 and 6 

Combined Schools Camp to Canberra 

Dear Mrs Cussons,  

Sorry I was late but I went 

through a herd of 

elephants and Brett 

wanted me to read a 

hundred books. 

I needed to find a dragon 

too! 

From Todd McMahon 

Dear Mrs Cussons,  

Sorry I was late but I was 

playing with Ninja Turtles. 

From Rihari Romic 

Dear Mrs Cussons,  

Sorry I was late but I had a 

drink of water and I 

turned into a mermaid. I 

kept walking and then I 

sunk into quicksand. I had 

to dig myself out. 

Love from Zoe. 

Dear Mrs Cussons,  

Sorry I was late but I was 

being a unicorn flying 

people around the world 

delivery people. It was fun. 

My wings are magic and I 

am rainbow coloured. 

From Ruby.  
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