
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM THE ADMIN TEAM – Clare Roser, Clive Readon and Kate Fleay 
What a week we have had! 

Please accept my thanks and appreciation for your ongoing patience and understanding as our world becomes a little 

more unpredictable in these daily changing times of COVID-19. We have already implemented several changes to ensure 

we are being vigilant in addressing recommendations from the Department of Education. Unfortunately, this has meant 

cancelling several events in the school. In addition to the events mentioned in previous communications, I have made the 

decision not to proceed with the Year 5/6 Canberra Camp.  Although this was scheduled to run in Term 3, we have been 

advised that the potential risks associated with travel and supervisors or students becoming ill, would result in us not 

meeting duty of care regulations.  A separate letter was sent to parents in the Year 5 and 6 classes on Tuesday.  I would 

like to thank Mrs Bignell for all of her organisation and time spent in putting this trip together and to the fundraising 

committee and parents for their support.  Our plan is to run this event, as a Year 6/7 camp in 2021 and then revert back 

to Year 5/6 in 2022. 

I am currently receiving three updates per week from the Department regarding the Coronavirus. As new measures are 

announced by the Federal government, these will be passed on to schools, and implemented at our site. Again, I thank 

you all for your patience and understanding. 

 

Students Working At Home 

On Monday, you should have received a hard copy or email regarding students working at home.  Teachers provided a 

range of suggested activities and web sites for you to consider, for each year level.  As we move towards the end of term, 

we expect the situation around complete school closures to be updated.  Teaching staff at KDHS, are already making 

preparations to deliver lessons in a variety of ways, some of which may be via digital media. For this to be successful, I 

urge all parents/carers to contact the office and make sure your details are correct. 

 

Thank you 

KDHS would like to thank Keegan Meers at our local IGA for supplying the school with large boxes of yummy fruit every 

week.  This very generous donation has greatly enhanced our crunch and sip program and supplemented our ECE fruit 

time during increased measures to ensure children are not sharing food. 

 

Welcome and Farewell 

This week saw our new secondary Maths/Science teacher join our incredible staff!  I would like to extend a warm, Kojonup 

welcome to Mr Brian McComb and hope he enjoys his time with us.  

 

Hi my name is Mr McComb and I am looking forward to our journey together at Kojonup District High 

School. Having taught Science and Mathematics in schools, information technology and study skills at 

universities and most recently teaching in a regional prison as an education coordinator and lecturer in 

business and enterprise, I will combine my background to ensure your child is given the best education.  

My aim is to create a passion for Mathematics and Science within the school while maintaining a 

supportive, creative and engaging classroom that sets student’s standards high.  

I look forward to getting to know the area and the local community. 

Brian McComb 

 

This also means that today we farewell Ms Haley Schuller.  We would like to thank Ms Schuller for the work she has done 

in the Maths/Science Department.  Ms Schuller will be making her way to her next appointment over the weekend, Cassia 

PS in South Headland are lucky to have her! 

 

Important  

It is vitally important that we have up to date email, phone and address details for all families, in the event that we need 

to run a combination of digital and work pack situations.   I urge all parents/carers to contact the office, 9831 3300 and 

make sure your details are correct or complete the slip below and drop in to the office. 
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GREEN TEAM NEWS 
This Saturday night from 8:30-9:30pm is Earth Hour. It would be fantastic if many 

members of our community decided to participate. If this time is too late in the 

evening for you and your family, how about having it a little earlier? As a family you 

could play board games by candle/torch light, read or tell stories to each other. Join 

the movement and take part in Earth Hour by switching off for 60 minutes as a 

symbolic gesture of solidarity to show we care about our planet’s future. 

On the Nude Lunch front, we have had 368 Nude Lunches this fortnight and 1372 in 

total this term!  

By bringing in packaging free lunches, we are doing our bit to;  

AVOID creating waste 

REDUCE the amount of waste we produce REUSE containers and  

RECYCLING our packaging correctly. 

 

 

PRIMARY GRIP LEADERSHIP 

On Tuesday the 10th of March, Brooke Milne, Dylan Robinson, 

Harry Kelly, Georgia Schinzig, Samantha Malady and Amy 

Hope all went to Albany for the Primary GRIP Leadership 

Conference. We went to the conference to learn how to be a 

better leader. First, we all went around to meet other students 

from different schools. In session one, we learnt all about how 

to “Lead the way” for students at our school. In session two, we 

learnt all about generosity and thought of ideas for how we can 

lead the way. In the last session, we learnt how to bring our 

ideas to life and at the end we had a Q&A with the GRIP 

Leadership team!  Throughout the conference Georgia, Dylan 

and Brooke bravely went up on stage and proudly represented 

our school! The GRIP Leadership presenters were very funny 

and the trip was great! 

By the school captains Samantha Malady and Amy Hope from Kojonup District High School. 

 

 

THE MAGIC COAT  

On the 19th of March Di Wilcox came from Albany and talked 

to the whole school (at different times) about the Magic Coat. 

She explained what healthy and unhealthy friends are. Di told 

us about how there is always someone who will listen to our 

worries or our problems, she called them our “Lighthouse 

Person”. She showed us what we should do if someone says 

something mean. She told us about the Magic Coat and how 

we can use it, she introduced us to some of the creatures that 

live in the Magic Coats pockets, like Tate the sea turtle who 

has to face the world head on or Omelia and Pandora, the 

pearl and the oyster who remind us that something good 

always comes out of something bad. Di showed us how we 

could use the words ‘excuse me’ to stand up for ourselves. 

We all came away with something that we could use. 

Ashlyn Evans 

 

 
 



 

MERIT AWARD WINNERS 13th March 2020 
 
Georgia Holland Ashlyn Evans 
Ava Clifton  Lachlan Bignell 
Harry Hart  Kataraina Watene 
Taylor Watson  Mia Noanoa 
Jacob Marsh  Chase Lever 
Kordell Smith  Henry Hornby 
Kaiden George  Paige Radford 
Sarah Bignell  Chrylah Peneha-Patea 
Tyson Matthews Amy Hope 
Ethan Sutcliffe  Samantha Malady 

 
 
 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL - HERCULES MAKES IT FIVE IN A ROW 

On Thursday the 12th of March, Kojonup DHS celebrated their annual Inter-House Swimming Carnival. The carnival was 
split into two sections with the 8 -15 year age groups participating in swimming races and novelty events; while the Pre 
Primaries to year 3’s joined the carnival at 11am and participated in a series of novelty events on land and in the middle 
sized pool.  

We saw a lot of enthusiastic students who displayed tremendous team spirit and sportsmanship throughout the day. 
Unfortunately, there can only be one winner on the day, so my congratulations go to Hercules for their impressive win. I 
would also like to congratulate all of the Age Champions and Runner ups (the list of winners is below). In addition to these 
outstanding performances, there was two records broken, which are outlined below: 

This year also saw some controversy in the infamous Golden Flipper Relay.  In a tight and competitive race, the Teachers 
team narrowly edged out the Parents team to win the race for the first time in three years. However, they were 
sensationally stripped of the title due to the apparent use of illegal footwear.  I wonder who that could have been, or were 
the claims fabricated, due to the Parent team losing. Maybe next year, we will need stricter guidelines to enter the event.  

It was great to hear so much positive feedback from parents, staff and students on how much they enjoyed the carnival. 
I would like to sincerely thank the entire army of parent, community, staff and student helpers who time after time are 
responsible for making events such as these a success. I would also like to especially acknowledge the following 
people/groups; 

 The House Captains who have been a key player in the organisation of the event. 

  Nicki Levis, Noelene Fleay, Jen Malady and Warren Porter for all their assistance, support and 
advice leading up to and during the event. 

 The dedicated parents and staff that make up the Sports Management Committee. 

 Gavin Richardson-Bunbury and the Shire for allowing us to use the swimming pool and for having the 
pool in such a great condition. 

 The Tom Price Swimming Club for continuing to allow us to use the club Starter. 

 The P & C, who continue to support our carnivals by supplying all of trophies, ribbons and stickers. I 
can certainly vouch for the students that they do appreciate the trophies to celebrate their 
achievements.  

KDHS is always striving to improve their Sports Carnivals, so any feedback or suggestions would be very much 
appreciated. You can forward your suggestions via email to Derek.Ringrose@education.wa.edu.au or contact the 
school on 9831 3300.  
Your suggestions will be discussed at our next Sports Management Meeting, at a time that has yet TBD.  
 

Unfortunately, due to the concerns surrounding Covid-19, we regrettably had to cancel the Interschool Carnival. I would 
however, like to congratulate all students on their selection in the team. It is a shame that you have missed out, but there 
is always next year. Hopefully, this all settles down very quickly.  

Take care,  

Derek Ringrose 

 
 



 

INTER-HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL WINNERS  

 

 

        

    
 Golden Flipper Winners – The Parents 

 
 

Participation Award 
 Tona Watene 

 
 
 

        

       
 
 

Olivia Kelly and 

Danielle Macfarlane 

Grace 

Nagtegaal 

Tona 

Watene 

Mitchell Holland and 

Hamish Eatt 

Sarah Cussons 

and Ava Clifton 

Brock Donaldson and 

Harry Kelly 

Hereina Tunui 

and Libby 

Hardingham 

Eloise Plowman, Georgia 

Malady and Matilda Clifton 

Georgia Holland and 

Samantha Malady 

Jenna Bilney and 

Amy Leitch 

Harry Hart and 

Lachlan Bignell 
Colby Wallam 

and Sam Jenik 

Lanii Brown and 

Mia Draper 

Flynn Roser and 

Max Miller 
Wiremu Watene 

and Beau Baker 

Matthew Vermeer 

and Cody McIllree 

Alexis Thomas 

and Olivia Draper 

Max Miller and  

Ava Clifton 

Nathan Leitch, Lachie Brown, 

Dave Eatt and Crawford Ball 



 

HERCULES WINS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HERCULES 633      AQUILA 553      PHOENIX 534 
 

2020 INTER-HOUSE SWIINING CARNIVAL WINNERS 
    Champion   Runner Up  

8 year old Girl   Grace Nagtegaal  Olivia Kelly & Danielle Macfarlane 
8 year old Boy   Tona Watene 
9 year old Girl   Amy Leitch   Jenna Bilney 
9 year old Boy   Hamish Eatt    Mitchell Holland 
10 year old Girl    Matilda Clifton   Georgia Malady & Eloise Plowman 
10 year old Boy   Harry Kelly    Brock Donaldson 
11 year old Girl   Samantha Malady   Georgia Holland 
11 year old Boy   Lachlan Bignell   Harry Hart 
12 year old Girl   Ava Clifton   Sarah Cussons 
12 year old Boy   Colby Wallam   Sam Jenik 
13 year old Girl   Lanii Brown   Mia Draper 
13 year old Boy   Max Miller   Flynn Roser 
14 year old Girl   Libby Hardingham  Hereina Tunui 
14 year old Boy   Cody McIllree    Matthew Vermeer  
15+ year old Girl  Olivia Draper   Alexis Thomas 
15+ year old Boy  Beau Baker   Wiremu Watene  
 
 
Congratulations to Jenna Bilney and Matilda Clifton for breaking records. Jenna broke the 9 year old girls 50m 
Backstroke with a time of 1.05.10, previous record was 1.13.29. Matilda broke the 10 year old girls 25m Butterfly with a 
time of 27.28, previous record was 32.01.  
 
100m Freestyle winners were Max Miller and Ava Clifton and the participation award went to Tona Watene, great effort 
everyone! 
 

 

  



 

FARM NEWS 

On Monday, the high school Agriculture students were privileged to have an Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) instructor 

to demonstrate shearing and crutching skills. Year 7 - 10 students were taught how to correctly set up a handpiece, 

handle a sheep and position sheep to crutch them efficiently and safely. Physical size is no obstacle to handling sheep if 

you do it correctly. Thank you to AWI for allowing our school farm to offer such a great skill set to our students.   

 

DIVERSITY GUEST SPEAKERS 

On Monday the 16th March, the Year 8 Health class was very privileged to have the following guest speakers visit our 

school to discuss Disabilities and the importance of inclusion. 

 Stephanie Reid and her carer Kayla Ringrose 

 Tianie Calais 

 Lorreen Greeuw 

 Dee Schwass 

The talks were very inspiring and moving. The students learnt a lot about the individuals and the issues they have had 

to overcome throughout their lifetime. At the completion of the guest talks the students were asked to reflect on what 

they learnt and how it would influence them in the future. I have briefly summarised their reflections below: 

 Treat everyone with kindness and respect. 

 Even though they may look different to everyone, they are still beautiful human beings. 

 Even though they had suffered some adversity, they still live amazing enriching lives. 

 Inclusion is very important. Include everyone in everything. 

 Be strong, kind, nice and ignore all the differences in people. 

 They might not have felt comfortable telling us their stories, but they still did it. They were strong, Thank you. 

 Be nice to people, as you never know what they might be going through. 

 Don’t judge or label people with a disability. Treat everyone the same. 

 Focus on what they can do, rather than what they can’t do. 

 It is important to be compassionate and have empathy for others.  

On behalf of the Year class 8 we would like to thank and acknowledge Stephanie and Kayla, Tianie, Lorreen and Dee 

for sharing their stories and inspiring the students to be more inclusive in their lives. We hope to have more guest 

speakers on this topic in the future.  

Derek Ringrose  

 
 



 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE – Annie Hornby 

 



 

PRE-PRIMARY 
The enormous turnip changed to the gigantic carrot this week in TALK 4 WRITING, this was inspired by “Isabelle’s 
Garden” 

 

YEAR 1’S READING TO THE YEAR 6’S 
Due to no parents or volunteers allowed in the classroom the Year 1’s have found their morning reading quite tricky!! 

Luckily for our amazing year 6’s to the rescue, all is great. The year 6’s have kindly been going to the year 1 classroom 

to listen to the children read, test their tricky words and change their home reading book over. It’s been wonderful to see 

the two classes mixing and everyone (even the big kids) thoroughly enjoying it. Thanks Year 6’s, you’re all super stars! 

Mrs Bignell, Mrs Cussons & Mrs Sexton  

 
FAIRY FRIDAY FUN 
Staff at KDHS decided to have some fun on Friday, 27th March dressing as Fairies. Students loved seeing all the 
different types of fairies around, especially the Garden and the Super Fairy!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CANTEEN NEWS 
Due to the direction of the Minister for Education in regards to encouraging students to stay home. Regrettably, a 
decision has been made to close the canteen until further notice. Please make sure any students that will be attending 
school have a packed lunchbox.  

 
STAY SAFE EVERYONE 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

STUDENT/FAMILY UPDATE CONTACT SLIP 
Please complete or phone KDHS 9831 3300 if information is not up to date  

 
 
 

Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________________ 

 
Email: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 


