
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM THE ADMIN TEAM – Clare Roser and Kate Fleay 
 
Welcome back to Term 2.  
It has been lovely to see the smiling faces of students returning and we hope those at home have had a good week 
learning from home. We have 65% of students attending this week and are expecting more to return in the following 
week. If your child is returning next week they will need to bring their learning package with them. 
For students learning from home, parents will receive a phone call each week from a staff member to check-in with you. 
If you need to speak with your child’s teacher or require any support throughout the week, please call the front office 
and we will arrange this for you or message the teacher directly via Seesaw or Connect. 
Thank you to all parents who are adhering to the new arrangements for dropping their children at school. We appreciate 
that this is a little different and we have been very proud of how well our younger students have managed the change. 
For parents returning next week, the arrangements are: Kindy are dropped off and picked up at the Kindy gate (2.50pm 
pick up). Pre-Primary are dropped off at the Kindy gate and are escorted by the class teacher or Education Assistant to 
their class.  The pickup for Pre-Primary is at 2.50pm from the upper primary under cover area. The Year 1-2/3 are 
dropped off and picked up in the JP undercover area (3pm pick up) and will be escorted to class by a staff member; and 
the Year 3/4-6 students are dropped off and picked up in the UP undercover area at 3pm. There are staff available in 
this area to assist any student who may need this. 
 
Help stop the spread and stay healthy 
 
Physical distancing 
One way to slow the spread of viruses, such as coronavirus, is physical distancing (also called social distancing). 
The more space between people, the harder it is for the virus to spread.  
Message for parents: if your child is sick, they must not go to school. You must keep them at home and away from 
others.  Remember to maintain physical distancing from other parents and teachers when attending school, including 
when dropping off and picking up your children. 
Message for children: tell your parent, guardian or teacher if you are feeling sick. 
Message for all adults: the greatest risk of transmission in the school environment is between adults. It is of utmost 
importance that teachers and parents alike maintain physical distancing between themselves and each other at school. 
 

Our school is already engaging in creative and innovative ways to engage our students online and in-person, while 

practising physical distancing and minimising risk. These include: 

 where possible, adding flexibility to the work day by staggering start and finish times 

 cancelling school excursions, assemblies, sporting activities and other large gatherings 

 where possible, arranging classroom furniture to leave as much space as possible between students 

 teachers maintaining 1.5m physical distance from other adults in staff rooms 

 providing a mix of home and campus-based education 

 student work being submitted electronically, where feasible 

 student work being handed to a teacher for feedback rather than feedback being provided immediately by the 

teacher in close proximity to the student 

 cleaning play equipment between use by different groups 

 cleaning and disinfecting frequently used high-touch surfaces such as benchtops, desks, doorknobs, taps, and 
hand rails at regular intervals throughout the day with a detergent solution or detergent/disinfectant wipes 

 cleaning and disinfecting frequently used objects such as computers, photocopiers and sports equipment with 
detergent solution or detergent/disinfectant wipes 

 ensuring children wash their hands (or apply alcohol-based hand rubs) before and after using play equipment 

 excluding unwell children and staff 
 

 

 

Psychological well-being for everyone 

Talking with children about COVID-19 can help them understand and cope with the current situation. The following 

steps can be used as a tool to have an open discussion with a child about their feelings surrounding the COVID-19 

pandemic (for more detailed information, access the Head to Health resource): 
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 make time to talk 

 find out what the child knows and address any misconceptions 

 explain COVID-19 in a way the child can understand 

 tune in to the child’s feelings, validate their concerns and don’t forget to highlight the positives and things that 
are going well (e.g. how well children are adapting) 

Unfortunately, we are unable to hold our normal mini and whole school assemblies, at present.  Our student leaders are 
now delivering important messages via the PA system, to all classes, on Monday mornings.  Teachers will continue to 
award Merit Certificates, on a fortnightly basis.  These will be presented in class on Friday afternoon.  Names and a 
photo will appear in the fortnightly newsletter. For students working from home, Merit Certificates will be posted to the 
home address on record. 

Independent Public School Initiative 2020 
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who completed our School Culture Survey.  The responses have been collated 
and the staff are in the process of developing an improvement plan based on this information. 
On Thursday 7th May, Ros Marinoni (on behalf of the School Council); myself, Kate Fleay, Jen Malady and our 
curriculum leaders, attended the second IPS session via Webex. We will complete our School Improvement Plan and 
develop the narrative for the presentation in Week 8. 
As part of their Professional Learning Community work, teachers developed a list of benefits we would experience, if we 
are successful in our application. 
 

 We can focus on things that the students at KDHS need in order to improve student performance over time.  
 

 We can enhance our school by being innovative for our specific context and needs. 
 

 The structure of being an Independent Public School builds stronger partnerships with the school community. 
 

 We will have more opportunity to choose the right staff for our school when positions become available.  We 
want quality staff who want to be part of the KDHS team and are dedicated to our students and school vision. 
 

 As a non-IPS we have a School Council made up of the principal, school staff, parents and community 
members. The Council have an important role of discussing the school’s strategic plan, policies, uniform, 
finances, fees and charges and booklist.  As an IPS the Council will become a School Board. These are similar 
in function and powers however the School Board has more focus on governance and the school vision and 
reflects the aspirations and needs of the community.  They give guidance on the direction of the school and 
provide ideas and support.  Members of the School Board are trained and have clearly defined roles, adding 
value to the school community. 

 
I will continue to update the school community on our progress, as we take this journey together. 

Term 2 Attendance Requirements 

 If you have informed us your child will be physically attending school, their attendance will be recorded as usual 

and you will need to supply a reason if they are absent. 

 If you have informed the school your child will be working from home, you need to do the following: 

1. Collect their work pack from the drawer in the HS corridor, complete the work by the set 

timeframe and return the work to the drawer for marking. Teachers are not able to mark 

and return work ‘early’ as they need to compare efforts (moderate) with as many samples 

as possible. 

2. Inform the school asap if the attendance situation changes ie. if you decide your child will 

attend less/more days. 

 Teachers will monitor which families have collected/returned work, engaged via phone call, or provided 

a reason for their child not completing the set tasks.   

 At the completion of Week 2, one of the Admin team will be contacting those families who have not engaged in 

the home program. If there is still no contact, a formal attendance Letter of Concern will be sent home. 

 

This term, Miss Amy Baxter will be joining Mrs Sexton in the Year 1 class.  We welcome Miss Baxter to Kojonup and 

hope she enjoys working with our Year 1 students. 

 

 
 
 



 

WELCOME MISS BAXTER 
As some of you may have noticed, there is a new, at times panicked looking 
individual, running around the school. That individual is myself, Amy Baxter. For 
term two and three I will be joining Taryn Sexton in teaching the beautiful year 
ones.   
I have been lucky enough to be offered my first teaching position at Kojonup 
District High School. This being my first teaching experience, there have been lots 
of new challenges that I find myself facing. Especially at this current point in time. 
That being said, I have been welcomed with open arms. Finding nothing but 
warmth and support from my new school community.  
I originally grew up on our family farm near Katanning, and completed my primary 
and secondary education there before moving to Perth. Not being a Perth native, I 
have always felt more at ease in the country. Being in a school similar to the one I 
grew up with, is one of the many reasons why I am excited to begin my teaching 
journey here. I am looking forward to my time at K.D.H.S and getting to know the schooling and wider community.  
 

 
FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE – Annie Hornby 
Hand washing  

Washing hands is the easiest way to protect ourselves from contagious diseases, like colds, influenza and 

gastroenteritis. Hands should be washed before and after eating or preparing food, after going to the toilet and after 

nose blowing. 

When teaching your child to wash their hands: 

 Use clean water and soap, making sure they cover their hands and wrists. 

 Use a brush to clean under nails if they’re dirty too 

 Dry their hands with something clean (like a paper towel) 
 

Alcohol based sanitisers are useful when soap and water is not available. Use half a teaspoon of the product and 

encourage your child to rub their hands together until they’re dry. If you can see dirt on their hands, it is better to use 

soap and water. 

For more information go to www.healthywa.wa.gov.au 

 

 

TERM 2 IN PRE-PRIMARY 
We have all been learning about Mavis the Magic cat and that there is always a thread to any story. We have also been 

making magical potions with interesting additions! 

We are also looking at different Math concepts, including, number, subitising and "Less and More". 
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ANZAC DAY 2020 
Unfortunately, this year’s ANZAC Service was cancelled due to physical distancing regulations; although we did pay a 

visit to the memorial, on Saturday, to lay a wreath on behalf of Kojonup DHS.  Thank you to Mrs Jan Norrish for making 

our beautiful wreath and to Mrs Noelene Fleay and Mrs Janine Porter for organising it. 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KDHS P&C 
Welcome back to Term 2. I hope you and your children are adjusting to routine after a well-earned break whether that 

be attending school or learning from home. 

On behalf of the school community I would like to thank our Principal Clare, the teachers, education assistants, office 

staff, cleaners and maintenance staff for all their hard work and dedication to continue to provide education to our 

students through this pandemic. You all do an amazing job. 

As you may know the canteen is currently closed. Due to current student attendance it is not viable to operate the 

canteen. We are assessing student numbers weekly and are hoping to open soon, possibly in week four. We will 

continue to keep the school community updated on an opening date. 

For our next meeting scheduled Monday 18th May we will be using the online platform Zoom. If you would like details on 

how to attend or would like to add anything to the agenda, then please contact me via email.   

Warm regards 

Anna Zacher 

KDHS P&C Secretary 

kojonuppandc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

BLACK COCKATOO CAFÉ  
The Black Cockatoo has kindly offered to do lunches for students while our canteen is closed. Please contact Karen at 

the Black Cockatoo Café for information on the lunch menu and process to order, 9831 1606. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PBS (Positive Behaviour Support) 
One of the positive rewards our students receive from adhering to our school expectations is ‘Yellow Tickets’, you may 

have heard your child talk about these, ‘Yellow Tickets’ and not know actually what they mean. Yellow tickets are given 

to encourage positive behaviour for our four expectations in our school. Certificates are received when students reach 

certain milestones in how many yellow tickets they have received. We also do a weekly draw, with all the tickets received 

in that week and students can win something from the prize box, a cheesy from the canteen and other rewards.  

In future newsletter editions we will publish names of students who have received a certificate for reaching certain 

milestones.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CHAPLAINS CHAT 
Hi Everyone, 

It has been a time of incredible change for our school community as the Covid 19 restrictions were put in place and are 

now gradually being lifted.  Our staff continues to make everyone safe at school while creating innovative ways of  

learning at home.   

Parents and carers have done an amazing job supporting their children at this time where, for most people I chat with, it 

seemed overwhelming to have home learning come on top of unemployment or working from home and the general 

anxiety we all felt about the future.  Anxiety levels often increase when things change and are beyond our control 

particularly when our usual support people are only available by phone. The human spirit seems very resilient though 

and we generally bounce back as stronger people when we learn new coping skills to keep calm. 

Life at school is gradually getting back to a new sort of normal.  There seems to be a growing respect for staff and 

parents who have worked so hard to keep our children safe and engaged with learning at this time.  Everyone seems 

genuinely pleased to be back at school and engaging once again with friends.   

Chaplaincy is also returning to a new sort of normal.  There will be no breakfast club, BUZ or lunchtime group for some 

time. My days are still Tuesday and Thursday each week and I am using an office near the main office.  This means I 

can be more responsive and available to care for individual students in the classroom or by appointments when  

requested and can keep in contact with parents by phone.  

Please maintain the wonderful way you are keeping our children safe and engaged and look after yourselves at this time 

as we return to a new normal.  Chaplain Vicki   

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Do these clothes look familiar? These are some items in our lost property, pictured are items left after the swimming 

carnival. Please ensure your child/ren has their name marked on clothes and items they bring to school so we can return 

them if they get lost or misplaced. Lost property items can be collected from the front office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PBS Team Purpose Statement; 

Our Purpose is to create and promote a transparent, consistent and fair 

environment, where staff and students demonstrate positive behaviour. 
 



 

FITNESS CHALLENGE 
Throughout this term, the students have been participating in a range of fitness challenges. This week's challenge has 

been 'how long can they hold the wall squat'.  The students have been very competitive with 32 students reaching the 

grand final on Friday with a qualifying time of 9 minutes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


