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From the Principal’s Desk
Year 9 Forestry
Excursion
Thursday 7  Mayth

Albany

Year 5/6 West Coast
Fever Netball Cup
Friday 8  Mayth

Albany

High School Netball
Cup
Thursday 14  Mayth

Albany

P&C Meeting
Monday 11  Mayth

6pm, School Library

School Photo Day
Monday 25  Mayth

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Sharon Poett
As we move through Week 3 of Term 2, it has been wonderful to see the breadth of
learning experiences and community connection happening across our school. 

Over the recent school holidays, we celebrated a very special milestone for our
Deputy Principal, Lauren Suttie, who was married. We extend our warmest
congratulations to Lauren, who is now known as Mrs Harradine, and wish her every
happiness as she begins this new chapter. 

We are also delighted to officially welcome back Jacky Brown, our Secondary Deputy
Principal, who has returned to Kojonup District High School after a period of long
service leave and an acting position at another school during Term 4, 2025. It is
fantastic to have Jacky back with us, and we value the experience and leadership she
brings to our secondary team. 

Our recent School Development Day was a valuable opportunity for staff to engage in
professional learning through the Respectful Relationships in Education program,
delivered by Starick. This important work focuses on understanding gender-based
violence and promoting respect and positive relationships within our school
community. The learnings from this day will continue to guide our practice and
support student wellbeing. 

On Tuesday 28th April, our school proudly hosted the ANZAC Assembly, joined by St
Bernard’s School. It was a meaningful and respectful ceremony, with the youngest and
eldest students from both schools laying wreaths. Our students are to be commended
for their respectful behaviour and the care they showed in honouring those who have 
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UPDATE MY DETAILS
Have you changed your email address or phone

number recently?

It’s very easy to update it through Compass.

Click on the ‘More’ option at the bottom
right corner of the Compass app.

Click on Update My Details

served. 

Our Year 4 students recently attended camp in Albany on Thursday 30th April and Friday 1st May,
accompanied by Mrs Hill, Mr Watson and Mrs Harradine. Highlights of the camp included visits to the Brig
Amity and the ANZAC National Memorial, providing rich curriculum connections and memorable learning
experiences for our students. 

This week also sees our Year 5 and 6 students participating in the West Coast Fever Netball Cup in Albany.
We wish our teams the very best and hope they enjoy the opportunity to represent our school. Our Year 9
Certificate I students will be involved in an upcoming Forestry excursion, supporting their vocational
learning through real-world experiences. Additionally, NOW Sounds will be visiting the school to work
with our Year 9 and 10 students, providing an engaging and creative program focused on music and sound. 

Finally, Mrs Brown and I will be attending a School Leaders Forum at Optus Stadium on Friday 8th May.
This forum provides valuable opportunities to connect with colleagues across the state and to bring new
ideas and insights back to our school. 

You will be prompted to enter your new email
and/or mobile number. Then click Save.



Hello and welcome to another newsletter. Term 2 is off to a flying start and I look forward to students being
engaged in their learning.  

Last week, our Year 4 students enjoyed a fantastic overnighter, and we would like to extend a sincere thank you to
Mrs Trina Hill and Mr Rob Watson for their time, care and commitment in taking the cohort away. The camp
provided students with wonderful learning and social opportunities, helping to build independence, confidence and
friendships. During their time away, students visited Albany’s Whale World, participated in activities at the
Recreation Centre and spent time at the ANZAC Memorial. These experiences supported learning beyond the
classroom and gave students the chance to engage with local history, physical activity and teamwork in a
meaningful way. 

We would also like to wish good luck to the students representing the school at the Netball Cup to be held this
Friday in Albany. We hope you enjoy the experience and play with confidence and sportsmanship. 

In Week 5, students in Years 3 and 4 will be visited by the team from Mustering Growth. They will be working with
students on resilience and positive mental health skills, supporting wellbeing and emotional development. Sessions
will run for one hour per day across the week. 

Finally, a reminder that the Year 5 Assembly will be held on Friday 22nd May. Families are warmly invited to attend
and share in our students’ learning and achievements. 

We would also like to remind families of the importance of regular school attendance. Attending school consistently
plays a vital role in supporting students’ learning, wellbeing and social development. If your child is going to be
absent for any reason, please ensure you notify your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible so we can support
your child and maintain accurate records. Thank you for working in partnership with us to support positive
attendance habits.

Lauren Harradine
Deputy Principal News - Primary

Congratulations to our Academy Cup Tennis Team of Sarah Bignell, Chelsea
Zadow, Archie Zadow and Tyler Milne who came third in their group at the

School Classic Academy Plate Country Final in Perth.

School Classic Academy Plate Country Final



It has been a pleasure to return from long service leave and reconnect with
our wonderful secondary community. I was warmly welcomed back by
students at our first Secondary Assembly for the term, and it was terrific to
see such positive energy across the school. A special highlight has been
visiting classrooms and getting to know our new Year 7 students as they
begin their journey in secondary school. 

The secondary playground is certainly feeling more lively this year, with
increased student numbers. With this growth comes the need to refine
some of our processes to ensure student safety and wellbeing remain our
priority. Due to limited supervision in corridors before school, and the
cooler weather, the Common Room will now be open from 8:30am for
secondary students who wish to be in a warm space before FORM. Staff
will be on duty in both the playground and Common Room from this time.
Please note that students should not arrive at school before 8:30am, as this
aligns with our duty of care arrangements. 

As the weather cools, a reminder that students are still expected to adhere
to the school’s uniform policy. If students choose to wear long-sleeve
undershirts beneath their uniform, these must be either navy blue or
white. Students have also been reminded of the expectations regarding
farm clothes. All students are required to arrive at school in full school
uniform and change in and out of their farm clothes at the appropriate
time. The exceptions to this, is if their Farm class is in Period 1 and for our
Year 10 students on Tuesdays when they are scheduled to be at the farm
for the entire day. 

It has been fantastic to see the very high level of interest in Country Week
this year. Training is already underway, and we thank our dedicated staff
and supportive parents who have taken on coaching roles to make this
opportunity possible for our students. 

Finally, a sincere thank you to Mrs Shepherd for the considerable time and
effort she has invested in organising a wide range of excursions for our
students this term. These experiences provide valuable learning
opportunities beyond the classroom, and her commitment is greatly
appreciated. 

 

Jacky Brown
Deputy Principal News - Secondary

Farm clothes procedure 
Year 7 
Wednesdays - Wear uniform to school and change into their farm clothes at recess and back into
their uniform at lunch. 
Year 8 
Wednesdays - Wear uniform to school and change into their farm clothes at lunch and they can wear
their farm clothes home. 
Year 9 
Thursdays - Wear uniform to school and change into their farm clothes at recess and they can wear
their farm clothes home. 
Year 10 
Tuesdays – Wear farm clothes to and from school as they have farm all day. 
Wednesdays – Ms Shepherd will let students know if they require farm clothes on this day, if so, they
would wear farm clothes to school and change into their uniform at recess. 



Honouring our
ANZACs

School Captains - Sarah Bignell, Savannah Tunui, Meg Hunter
and Chelsea Zadow representing KDHS at the ANZAC service in

Kojonup

Youngest student in Pre-Primary, Kayne Waitokia, and
oldest student in Year 10, Mia Noanoa, laying the

wreath on behalf of KDHS.

Kojonup District High School hosted a combined ANZAC service with St
Bernard’s Catholic Primary School on Tuesday 28  April. Student leaders from

both schools led the assembly and it was attended by representatives from
the RSL, Lions, Shire of Kojonup, KDHS P&C, Rotary, Fire Brigade, and St
John’s Ambulance. The student leaders and staff hosted a morning tea of

ANZAC biscuits in the School Library following the service.
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KDHS Student Leaders with representatives
from local service groups.



What a wonderful start to the year we have had in Kindergarten! The children have settled beautifully into
our classroom routines and are becoming more confident and independent each day.

Throughout the term, we have been busy exploring a range of engaging learning experiences. In
Mathematics, we have been developing our counting skills and learning to recognise and explore 2D shapes
and patterns through hands-on activities and play. The children have also enjoyed building and creating,
using a variety of materials to design and construct their own ideas.

A big focus this term has been learning how to get along with others. We have been practising sharing,
taking turns, and using kind words as we build positive friendships in our classroom community. Our inquiry
learning has included topics such as All About Me and My Family, where children have had the opportunity
to share about themselves and learn more about each other. We also explored the five senses, discovering
how we see, hear, smell, taste, and touch the world around us.

Creative play has been a highlight, with dress-ups, role play, and interactive activities helping to build
confidence and language skills. We have also been practising name writing, with many children making
fantastic progress in recognising and writing their names. One of our favourite shared experiences has been
going on a “bear hunt,” where the children enthusiastically joined in retelling the story through movement,
sound, and imaginative play.

It has been a joyful and busy term full of learning, laughter, and new friendships. We are so proud of all the
children and look forward to another exciting term ahead!

Year 3
News

Kindy News
Liz Webb
Kindy Teacher



On Tuesday 29th April, 22 of our Year 10 Certificate II students (including seven from Katanning SHS) recently
participated in an Ag Career Connect day-long tour, returning with an enhanced understanding of the local agriculture
industry and the career roles involved. 

The tour was one of a series of student tours in the Great Southern region, delivered by local grower group, Stirlings to
Coast Farmers, and funded through an Elders Community Giving grant. A special thank you to Cameron Grace from the
Kojonup Branch for presenting to our students.  

The tour was coordinated by Alysia Kepert, an agriculture education specialist in consultation with KDHS students and
agriculture teacher Melissa Shepherd. 

“Agriculture is a major economic contributor and employer of the region, yet many young people do not realise the range
of career opportunities available on their doorstep.”  

Students firstly attended the Katanning Saleyards and were hosted by Cameron Grace, Livestock Agent, Elders, and Rod
Bushell, Saleyards Manager. They learnt about processes including sale preparation, selling procedures, and post-sale
transport and processing. Students were also fortunate to have a quick chat with local DPIRD researcher Brittany Bolt
about pathways into research roles and her work investigating climate impacts of livestock production.  

The next stop was Piesse Park for a talk with Roger Hitchcock from Rural Aid about mental health and wellbeing support
for local communities before a practical activity organised by Ella Maesepp, Katanning Landcare. This saw the students
collecting creek samples and testing salinity, comparing them to a range of other samples collected on farms and
identifying aquatic microorganisms. 

Tammy Schloithe hosted the students at McIntosh and Sons where students were able to look at some impressive farm
machines and learn about warehousing, sales and service and career opportunities at McIntosh’s network of branches. It
was insightful to hear directly from employees that had come through on-site training programs and apprenticeships. 

At the Shire of Katanning, Graham Barnes hosted the students in the council chambers- a first experience for the
students, where he discussed the various work of the Shire and the variety of teams servicing the town and region. He
encouraged young people to get involved and represent the upcoming generation on issues that matter to them, making
Katanning an ideal place to live and work. 

The last stop of the day was the Study Hub where Manager Chris Stretch (former Kojonupian) discussed how students
engaged in training and further education can access the hub and develop connections with others pursuing post-school
educational opportunities. 
 
Students really respond when aspects of agriculture are explained in a meaningful and supportive way. We had some great
questions asked and the feedback from the students is that they learnt a lot and they’d like more opportunities like this. 
Elders are proud to support this initiative and give students a first-hand experience of local industry. They employ people
in a range of roles in their business from livestock, agronomy, merchandise sales and support. Having more young local
people interested in agriculture is highly valued by their business and community. 

Students involved in the tour made comment as to how many job opportunities there are in Kojonup and Katanning in the
agricultural industries. We have such a diverse range of agriculture agencies and employers.  

We are fortunate enough to have other student tours coming up for both Year 9 and 10 students, including tours to the
Albany Port and Bluegums plantations. Thank you to the sponsors and organisers of these events.  
 

Year 10 Ag Career Connect
Melissa Shepherd
Secondary Farm Teacher



Pre-Primary Design & Technologies
In Design and Technologies in Pre Primary, the students designed and made a boat that they
thought would be suitable to float on the dam. On Tuesday the 28  April, we went up to the
School Farm to test them. We had a brilliant afternoon, and we certainly made some
'modifications' to our boats while we were up there!
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Thank you to Ms Shepherd for driving the bus up and back. We really appreciated it. Thank
you also to Laura Bilney, Caroline Hillman, Bobbie Gibbs, Gemma Fraser and Tom Howell. We
couldn’t have gone to the Farm if it wasn’t for all of you. Thank you.

Here is what some of the students had to say about the Boat Race:

I had fun. My boat went good, because I liked it. I had made my boat out of plastic, and it
floated.
Karson-Jay Henare
 
Some of the boats sank, but mine didn’t. Mine didn’t have a sail. I also had an anchor and a
cabin. When I got home my cabin got off, so I turned it into a swimming pool.
Arlo Smith
 
My boat drowned. I liked going to the farm because there was a dam. I liked my flag on my
boat because it was pink.
Evie Hicks
 
My boat went good. Mum and Dad came. I liked that. Some of my boat came off. I used a tray
for the boat.
Noah Howell

We went up on the bus to the School Farm. My boat was good. I made it out of plastic and
some cardboard. I really liked the racing bit because I did it two times and won both!
Lucy Adams

Mine didn’t sink! I liked mine and when I took the sail off it didn’t sink. It was great having
Mum there.
Daisy Bilney

Taryn Sexton
Primary DOTT Teacher

Mrs Sexton’s Section

Orders are due back by Wednesday 6th

May and we are no longer accepting
cash payments.

Orders can be done online through
LOOP.



Dominique Magini
Secretary
Kojonup DHS P&C
kojonuppandc@gmail.com

As advised in the last newsletter, P&C members recently catered for the Kojonup
Theatrical Society Alice in Wonderland closing night, raising $1,340. These funds will
allow the P&C to continue making improvements at the school for all to enjoy.

We would like to say a big thank you to the Kojonup Rotary Club for their recent
donation towards upgrading the school’s high jump equipment, and to the Kojonup
Apex Club for the purchase of a new BBQ for the school.

As you may be aware, the P&C was successful in its grant application to have a mural
completed in the Upper Primary Undercover Area. The theme of the mural will be
‘Our Place, Our Story’. The artist completing the mural is Lora Flora (pictured below).

Her work has been featured across Australia and internationally, and she has performed live art at events including Fringe
and TEDx. Lora is excited to work with our school community to bring the ‘Our Place, Our Story’ mural to life.
Lora visited Kojonup in the first week of term. She met with staff and delivered a professional learning session on the
method she will use to complete the mural. Over two very full days, she also worked with all students in the school,
engaging them in a range of art-based activities and gathering their ideas about Kojonup.

Lora is looking forward to spending time in Kojonup in June, painting the mural with all of the students. Part of the
process involves searching for the right reference image and making sure that she is creating a design with a story that
f lows across the walls that represents Kojonup — we can’t wait to see the final result!

P&C
News

Term 2 P&C Meeting
Monday 11  Mayth

6pm, School Library
All welcome

Chaplaincy
Pancake
Tuesdays

Wow! The Chaplaincy Pancake Breakfast has certainly upscaled. Students
have laid out tables that look beautiful. Thank you so much Tianie and
the volunteers from the Chaplaincy who give their time to provide
pancakes to our students. Very much appreciated. Thank you to our Year
9 student Kordell who often assists with the packing up. Be sure to
attend every Tuesday morning starting at 8:30am. 



Nurse
Annie’s
News

Annie Hornby
School Nurse
Works Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
even week Wednesdays



The Year 7 & 10 School-Based Immunisation
Program will be on TUESDAY 4  AUGUST.TH

Please see below information on how to
register your child.
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