
 
 

WADHSAA BEST PRACTICE AWARDS 
 
There are always many amazing things, and sometimes just everyday things, happening in District 
High Schools that are leading to improved student outcomes, better student engagement, closer 
community links or other positive outcomes. WADHSAA would like to recognise some of these 
achievements in schools through our Best Practice Awards for 2021. 
 
These awards are open to all District High Schools and the winning school will receive $500.00 
and a certificate from WADHSAA. Other finalists will receive a certificate recognising their 
achievements. Our aim is that this will help showcase schools and their achievements within their 
own communities, as well as share best practice and ideas across all District High Schools. 
 
How to enter: 
Complete the attached application form and return to Pauline Wray, WADHSAA Executive, by 
Wednesday 28th July (the application process is not meant to be onerous). Please use 12 point 
font and the application is not to exceed 2 pages. 
 
Applications must meet one or more of the following criteria: 

- recognises the development/implementation of curriculum that supports student learning 
- promotes an initiative involving the school in partnership with the community 
- shows evidence of school change 
- demonstrated planned educational innovation 
- promotes an image that positively represents District High Schools 

These criteria will be used to the judging panel to rank all applications. 
 
Finalists will be selected and the winner will be announced and receive their award at the annual 
WADSHSAA conference on the 5th & 6th of August.  
 
NOTE: 
-summaries of applications will be provided to conference attendees. 
 
In 2019 Gingin DHS won the Best Practice Awards with Dongara DHS and Exmouth DHS receiving 
Commendations for their projects.  
Gingin’s Student Leadership Development Program focussed on key leadership attributes, aligning and 
linking learning opportunities to the Western Australian Curriculum, and provided all Year 6 students the 
opportunity to undertake the program. 
Students received a ‘Leadership handbook’ with 6 fields: Educational Outcomes, Homework, 
Sportsmanship, The Arts, School and community engagement, and a Leadership Development Program 
and students were required to demonstrate an initiative in that area that would involve some sort of 
community involvement.  
 

 



 
 

 
 

WADHSAA 2021 BEST PRACTICE AWARDS 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
SCHOOL NAME: Kojonup District High School 
 

NAME OF PROJECT: School Farm STEM project: Inquiry Based Learning Trail 
 

SCHOOL CONTACT REGARDING THE PROJECT: Kate Fleay 
 

TELEPHONE: 08 98 313 300 
 

VERY BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE CONTEXT OF YOUR SCHOOL/COMMUNITY  

Kojonup DHS is a school of approx. 250 students from K-10. We have a school farm which we run 
in conjunction with a Farm Committee comprised of community members and utilise clubs and 
businesses from the 2000 local inhabitants of the town to advise and assist our students with 
projects and life skills.  
 
Students in the secondary regularly work with our primary classes to strengthen our sense of 
community and mentor each other in joint STEM, literacy and numeracy activities. The Secondary 
students have undertaken a peer reading support program to assist with Primary morning reading 
and 7-10 have community service logbooks which they receive ‘Level up’ certificates for hours 
achieved encouraging them to help out at school and in the community.  
 
Below, some of our partnerships are outlined. Being able to relate to town members helps our 
students have the confidence to engage community groups and their activities as they have 
created relationships with local Landcare, Rotary and Men’s sheds. Every week during a 20-
minute form time, we have a local community member come in as a guest speaker for our 
students to create connections, inspire students and welcome our community into our school.  
 
These talks demonstrate the importance of mentors and role models, and acknowledge that 
everyone has a story to tell. Connections with our school are very important to our local 
community and Kojonup DHS is very keen to continue fostering this link.  
 

 
TELL US ABOUT YOUR PROJECT AND ITS INTENDED AIMS AND OUTLINE HOW YOUR 
PROJECT MEETS AT LEAST ONE CRITERIA AS PRESCRIBED  

 
Kojonup District High School (KDHS) took up the opportunity to be a partnership school in the 
STEM Enterprise Showcase which has been run over the past 3 years. Our Pioneer school was 
The West Australian College of Agriculture- Narrogin ( WACoA- N) and our Mentor School was 
Southern River. Our goal was to demonstrate planned educational innovation by partnering 
with above schools and developing a STEM project to enhance the STEM curriculum to support 
our students learning within our school.  
 
As WACoA-N and KDHS both have school farms we decided to use this resource to help develop 
a long term project to best utilise this facility and make it accessible for K-10 within the STEM 
realm. With the multitude of activities that are already at the farm, the secondary STEM group and 
Farm teachers brainstormed some ways to help guide the students and teachers through the 
spaces as well as how to create some new interactive and inquiry based learning stations. It was 



decided that a physical pathway be designed be the year 9/ 10 students and for them to erect sign 
poles with interchangeable activity plates would be the start of the project. The signposts were put 
down in areas with STEM Inquiry based questioning could take place with a geographical focus. 
KDHS are rolling this out as a 2-year project with the foundation being complete with 6 full stations 
by the end of 2021 and another 6-10 added in 2022. To date- July, 6 stations are completed/ 
nearing completion as outlined in our innovations below.  
 
1. Students in the 8-10 girls STEM class joined the year 3 class to create a Bee Project. They 
researched, designed websites and built ‘bee hotels’ that are now housed all around the farm 
yard. At the installation of these hotels, QR codes are available and inquiry based questions 
designed by the students have been posted to allow other classes to come and interact with the 
research material and view the project 
2. Our Indigenous area is currently undergoing renovations by students which has seen the 
yarning circle, seasons and replicas of basic shelter designs reinvigorated and the sign posts 
going in to have the research questions attached. 
3 &4. Secondary students have designed and build proto types of a mini golf courses out of 
cardboard. There are 6 holes which include motors for moving parts which are being built with 
enduring weather proof materials, next semester with the help of the Men’s Shed, Rotary 
members and volunteers from local businesses. These will include solar panels so will have two 
separate sign posts to engage students with the game but also the mechanics, engineering and 
science behind the structures. (promotes an initiative involving the school in partnership with 
the community)  
5. Our Year 5 students built Phascogale boxes with our local Landcare group for the Myrtle Benn 
Nature Reserve and have one for the farm where a sign post will be placed, to encourage students 
to think about conservation and our local fauna. The building of wildlife habitats may be one that a 
teacher may choose to take on as a long term project with their class over the year and the 
Landcare office provides us with building instruction manuals and habitat fact sheets.  
6. A section of farm has been fenced off to put trees in for a shelter belt and native tree guard. 
There are opportunities for our teachers to do tree planting, watering and a sign post will ask 
inquiry questions about the importance of wildlife corridors, native flora, sustainable farming 
practice and how trees provide shelter in many different ways.  
 
2022 projects will see signposts pertinent to aquaponics, a cycled pump that puts water down a 
course way built by students at the farm that explores erosion, water conservation and the water 
wise projects as we are a water wise school. Other signposts to do with our orchard, trellised 
garden, shearing shed and interactive indoor activities in our farm classroom which can be pulled 
out in tubs for students to explore the environment through nature based play materials will be 
tendered out to each teacher at our school to take up as a class project for their class to develop 
in to a learning station. This will dramatically change the way our school approaches STEM 
and utilises our farm.  
 
The long term goal is to be able to invite other schools in the area to use our STEM path too and 
eventually extend the signposts in to our community. This idea has already been raised with our 
local Tidy Towns committee and it was agreed that it would not only promote an image that 
positively represents Kojonup District High School but also the Kojonup Community at large 
and provide a resource for other District High Schools too.   
 

 
OUTCOMES ACHIEVED TO DATE  

Our achievements have largely been mentioned above, however, we also presented our water 
course and golf proto type designs and our finished bee hotel projects at the STEM Enterprises 
Showcase in Perth on the 21st June 2021. We were so proud of the positive feedback we received 
from students, guests and other schools, which reinvigorated us and confirmed that what we are 
undertaking is special.  

 


